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PREFACE. 



Jliy dear young friendSy 

1 have wriiteii another book for you, giving^ an account of 
Missions to the Chickasaw and Osagk Indians ; 
hoping and believing that the more you learn of the stale of the 
beaibeni especially in our own beloved country, the more 
anxious you will feel to send them the go8|)el, and the means of 
civilization; whidf, togoJiher vitb the^ 5l^ing of God, will 
turn them fron*' their '^icTclutry and w-liitletifigs into paths of 
purity and peace on eaith, and fit them for the felicity and 
glory of heaven, '\l4seu- yotf h>ivQ read these letters, I hope 
to send you a history of otkuf missions^which have been estab- 
lished among th$ trihps .Miund- th]B'^^reat lakes, sometimes 
called the north W3stepn^ 1 iidiaM. ' *■*- '-' 

I trust we have experienced, that ** it is more blessed lo gire 
tlMn to receive/' That we may continue to realize owre and 
more of this blessedness, is the fervent prayer of your sincere 
frieiid, 

The Author. 



PART I. 



LETTERS ON THE CHICKASAW MISSION. 



After a delightful visit of many weeks, to 
their uncle and aunt Pelham, Jerome Clai- 
borne and his sister Delia returned home. 
They were received by their fond parents 
with great affection ; and their brothers and 
listers were so much overjoyed, that tlie little 
ones made the house ring with their sliouts of 
gladness. 

Mrs. Summers and her daughters expressed 
almost as great pleasure, at their return, as Mr. 
and Mrs. Claiborne. The 6rst meeting of the 
Missionary Society they attended, was greatly 
enlivened by Delia's account of the method 

Eursued by her cousin Cornelia and Miss 
fcCllroy, at the missionary working meetings 
they bad attended in the neighborhood of her 
uncle Pelbam. Before she and Jerome had 

1 
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Mated nil tbey could remember of ihe Clioc- 
, lite foll'itving leiiers were re- 
ceived frrnri (lierr coiisin, %)v'm^ an aocou.il of ' 
wliai tlHil been done in ihe CliickasDW naiinn, 
by missionaries, before and after ihe Missinn- 

E Society of ilie Syjiod of Soiilh Carolina 
Georgia formed a union wiib Uie Amer- 
Board of Missions. 
f! 
91 



LETTER I. 



My dear cousins, Jerome and Delia,- 
low sealed at ilie same Utile wriiijig-desk up< 
whicli you used lo ivriie yonr cotnposiiioi 
while with us, lo prepare a sketch of the mis^ 
3 (be Cliickasaw Indians, to be read « 
tbe nest meeting of your Missionary Socieljil 
The Missionary Society of the Synod ct 
louih Carolina and Georgia commenced i 
hissinn lo these Indians, in January, lfj2t»^ 
■The Rev. Mr. Smart was appointed iheir 6rit" 
missionary and superintendent. He was ac- 
companied by two families, who were era- 
t ployed by tbe same Society with insirnctions 
lo aid in opening a farm, erecting buildings, 
knd other necessary labor preparatory to tha 
bnaUiibment of icbaols, meetiogs, 8u. Ttw 
i s" 
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site of the station, afterwards named Monroe, 
was then a wilderness. Many were the diffi- 
culties and discouragenaents encountered and 
overcome by Mr. Stuart and his associates in 
the infancy nf the mission, but Providence so 
far smiled u|)on their labors, that in the spring 
of 1822, they opened a school with seventeen 
Chickasaw children, which soon increased to 
twenty-five. 

About the time the school commenced, a 
mechanic and a farmer, with their families, 
iirom South Carolina, joined Mr. Stuart ; and 
in the following November, the Rev. Hugh 
Wilson, with his wife and sister, arrived. 
New plans were then laid and executed, to 
extend more widely the influence of the 
establishment. 

The Rev. William C. Blair, from Ohio, was 
added to the number of missionaries, in Jan- 
uary, 1823, who took charge of the school, 
which bad been limited by the Synodical 
Society to thirty scholars ; however, in the 
course of a few months, the missionaries were 
authorized to receive fifty, if the Chickasaws 
mere desirous of intrusting so many children 
to their care. After this enlargement, Mr. 
Wilson was associated with Mr. Blair in the 
fichool, which was conducted upon the Lan- 
xaaterian system. Tbe cbildreo admitted^ 
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were from six to sixteen years nf age ; they 
were llmiigkl lo be very iiiteresllng by tlieir 
leacliers, and lo have made cornrneiidalile 
proifress in llieir learning. Tlie niissioiinries 
have experieiiied less trouble »t ilris station, 
so (nr as discipline is concerned, ihiin at some 
of tbe schools in ilie Cherokee and Choctaw 
nations, of nhicli you have already heard so 
much. 

If you are at a loss about the silnaiinn of 
Monroe, I will remind yon, that II is about- 
fifly miles nnrtli of ihe [iiissiunary station at 
Mayheiv, in the Clioctaw nation. Mr. Siniirt 
has been very Jiajtpy in gaining the afTcclJon 
and confidence of the Chirkasaws, and the 
blessing of God lias folloived his minisieriiil 
labors. 

When the chnrch at that station was organ- 
ized, in June, 1823, il consisted only nf ihe 
mission family, and a black woman, named i 
Dinah, who was the first fruits of missinnaiy | 
labor there, that had come to iheir knowledge i 
at that lime. The missiunaries met with ' 
much to encourage iheni, fiom that (lerind. 
The following year, fonr more converts were 
added to ilieir ntimber, and in IS'^A, 6vs 
more were received. Since then, the chiircfa 
lias been blessed with several showers ofdivine 
grace. In the spring of 1827, a aeaaon of 
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refreshing from the presence of the Lord was 
enjoyed at Monroe, which continued throiip;h 
the summer, and the greater part of the fol- 
lowing winter. During this revival, there 
were many striking instances of the power of 
the Gospel displayed in the conversion of 
many who had been exceedingly vile. It 
was truly interesting, to see the mercy of God 
following abandoned white men in their flight 
frotn the restraints of a civilized and Christian 
community, and overtaking them there, trans- 
forming them, and making them a blessing to 
a |>pople, to whom they were before a curse. 

Within the last seven vears, more than 
eighty converts have been added to this little 
church in the Chickasaw wilderness, whose 
conduct hitherto has been more exemplary 
than is usual in most churches of equal num- 
bers. About two-thirds of the members of 
the church are of African descent ; these 
mostly understand English ; and on that ac- 
count are more accessible than the Chick- 
asaws. The last mentioned class manifest an 
increasing attention to the means of grace, 
and since the commencement of the present 
year, more of the full Indians have been con- 
stant in their attendance upon religious meet- 
bes, than at any time since the mission was 

1* 
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established. The black people maoifest the 
most ardent desire for rehgtotis iiistructiony 
and often travel a great many miles to obtain 
it. Sometimes they will walk ten miles for 
the sake of attending one evening meeting, 
after which they have returned by torch- 
light through foot-paths filled with mud and 
water. 

1 have heard of many very interesting and 
affecting circumstances connected with this 
mission ; but as the following fact forcibly 
illustrates the importance and efficacy of re- 
ligious instruction, 1 will relate it to you. 
Two or three years ago, a black man who 
belonged to the mission church, opened his 
little cabin for prayer, on the evening of every 
Wednesday, which was usually attended by 
about half a dozen colored persons. 

This spring, the number suddenly increased, 
till more than fifty assembled at once, many 
of whom were full Indians. Tiie meetings 
were conducted wholly by Christian ilaveM^ 
in the Chickasaw language. One of their 
number can read fluently in the Bible, and 
many of the others can sing hymns, which 
they have committed to memory from bear- 
ing them sung and recited. The chiefs began 
to manifest an increasing regard for the schools 
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and religious instruction. They also enacted 
many excellent laws which they enforced with 
great spirit and promptness. 

Perhaps you knov already, that fotir sta- 
tions have been formed in the Chickasaw 
nation, all of which are now under the 
patronage of the American Board of Mis- 
sions. Besides the one at Monroe, there b 
one at Tokshish, one at Martyn, and one at 
Caney Creek. The Cumberland Presbyte- 
=Tians also have one station among the Cbick- 
asaws, called Charity Hall. Rev. Mr* Bell 
is the missionary, who has sometimes had 
twenty or twenty-five Chickasaw children in 
bia school ; but I am unacquainted with his 
operations, or what is the present state of that 
niiesion. In my next letter, 1 will relate to 
you many things connected with the station 
at Tokishish. 

JRemember me affectionately to your parents 
and all my little cousins, and believe me your 
'sincere friend, Cornklia Pelham. 



LETTER 11. 

My dear CouainSj — I will now attempt to 
MVake you acquainted with the missionary sta- 
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tion at Tokshish. It is situated only two 
mites rrom Monroe, and wns established in 
1825, but Mr. Holmes, a licenced preacher, 
the present niissioDary and snperintendeiil, did 
not arrive there till IS2G. .Mrs. Hohnes and 
Miss Erneline Richmond are his only assist- 
ants. Mr. Holmes devotes himself ahnnst 
enltrely to the religious insiruciion of the full 
Indians. Miss Richmond labors constantly in 
the school, which contains fifteen or tweniy 
pupils, nearly all of whom are liiile Indian 
girls, who appear very much aiiached to their 
teacher, and foi)d of the school. Abtiui one 
half of the scholars board in t|ie mission 
family — the rest, wilh llieir parents in llie 
vicinity. Almost all the children speak Eng- 
lish, and appear to very good advantage, and 
are making most desirable progress in iheir 
studies and work. 

The Rev. Mr. Sinartj the superintendent 
of the Chitkasaw mission, was obliged to leave | 
Monroe in I Si9, on account of ill health ; atid i 
for want of a missionary and teacher to lake . i 
his place, the school and other labors at that 
station were suspended. I 

The only mission church among the Chick- i 
asaws is that at Monroe and Tokshisb, and ' 
contains one hundred members ; Btnong all - 
Chickasaw converts, there had been but 

-• 1 



CHICKASAW MISSION. 13 

one death previous to 1828. The person who 
died was a colored woman, and the manner 
of her deatli was so remarkable, that I will 
relate it, with a short sketch of her life. 

Her name was Sarah . She was a nar 

tive of Africa, but carried to the West Indies 
when a little child — there she heard the go»- 
pel preached, but in a language she did not 
understand. After wearing out many years 
in bondage, she was sent to New Orleans, 
where she lived in French families se\'eral 
years. At length, she was conducted by 
Providence within a few miles of this mission. 
Slie became a constant attendant upon the 
preaching of tlie gospel, from the time the 
mission was established. But her heart never 
appeared to yield to its saving influence, until 
the last year of her life. Alter she cordially 
received the truth in the love of it, it was 
delightful to see her labor, and hear her pray 
for the extension of Christ's kingdom through 
tiie world. Her zeal and love increased, in 
proportion to her knowledge of the divine 
requirements, and she appeared literally to 
hunger and thirst after righteousness. The 
last ten days of her pilgrimage, she spent in 
going from cabin to cabin, exhorting all the 
impenitent she foimd to flee from the wrath 
of tQ^offeoded God, and encouraging Chris- 
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lians to increased fideliiy in the service of 
their Saviour. 

One evening, she went to a liitle prayer 
tneeliiig for ciilnred people, lier heari over- 
floiving wilh love to Christ ; — about the 
niidille of the meeting, she requested to have 
iier favorite hymn sung, and joined in the 
singing herself. While singing, she rose from 
the bed on which she with others had been 
sitting, and walked ronnd the room, shaking 
hands in a peculiarly affectionate manner with 
every person preseni, — returned lo (he bed, 
sal down, and gently sunk into a reclining 
posture and expired, before her friends had 
closed sifiging the hymn she had chosen. 
Some lime elapsed before any one suspected 
what had happened. At the close of the 
meeting, she wjis found lo be lifeless, but sup- 
posing she had fainted, her friends used means 
lo revive her, hut her happy soul had hidden 
a long farewell to every earthly scene, and it 
was fully believed by all who were acqnainled 
wilii her Christian course, that she had entered 
into everlasting rest. 

No person had any knowledge of any pre- 
vious indisposition, and it was supposed that I 
her age exceeded seventy years. " 

The regular preaching of llie gospel was 

lid on the Sabbath constantly, at Moaioe, 
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for a long time, and at Toksbisb, a lecture 
was preached, and a prayer-meeting held 
every week. The female members of the 
church, both native and black women, attended 
a weekly female prayer-meeting, and took 
part in the exercises with the ladies of the 
mission. For many miles around Monroe 
and Toksbisb, it is quite populous for an In- 
dian country. Within tea miles, there were 
nearly eight hundred souls, besides a pretty 
large settlement somewhat more distant, where 
a considerable congregation often assembled to 
hear the missionaries preach in Englisbi a 
large proportion of which understood that 
language. The revival of religion which 
commenced ai Monroe, in 1827, spread 
througli the neighboring settlements, and since 
that time, many cases of conversion have 
occurred of a character unusually interesting. 
Among those who have become pious in the 
vicinity of Toksbisb, were several native young 
men of great promise ; I will mention a few 

?articulars respecting one of them named 
(William H. Barr, a full Chickasaw, unac-' 
quainted with the English language. The 
portions of Scripture translated into Choctaw,* 
were put into his hands, which he read with 

*T1m ChickaMw languafe linearly lh« nme ai Um Choctaw. 
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deep interest, and it pleased God to make 
them in strum ental of his aw^liGning, and ulii- 
mate'y nf liis conversion. From tlie lime he 
eiubriiced a hope of paidnn anil accepMnce * 
ihrouj^h liie blood of ilie cross, lie has taken 
a Grm and decided stand on the side of re- 
ligion. Having a good mind, and considef 
ahie education, and being a favoriie nephew 
of llie Gi'si chief in the district, his influence 
was fell very ettiensively. 

Another youn^ man, about the same age, 
became serious nearly ai the same liuie that 
William did, and clieerf.dly aided liim in es- 
labtishing and conducting a Suhhaili ecliool 
for full Indians, in llieir own Inngtte, in a 
seiilement of natives a few niiles from Tok- 
shtsh. 

Nui long after the events above mentioned 
took place, a coimcii convened in (he neigh- 
borhood of TokshisI), and Mr. Holmes at- 
tended it. It is nnl customary for ihe Indiana 
to engage in business on the first day a coirn- 
cil assembles, and Mr. Holmes inviied tba 
chiefs lo collect the penple for religious ser- 
vices, imrneriialely after supper. They cor- 
dially accepted Jiis invitation. It proved, ft 
pleasant night. A cloudless sky and bright 
moon gave lo the surrounding forest such a 
ibwrM and pleasiint appearauce, that tha 
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missionaries felt highly animated, and the 
hearts of the new converts were full of jryy. 

When the hour arrived for the meeting to 
commeiicef one of the chiefs, in a clear, strong 
voice, informed the people that the missionary 
was ready '* to give them a talk." in a few 
moments, all were quietly seated, the chiefs 
on chairs, and the warriors upon the grass, in 
a semicircular form. A man of rank and 
influence offered to interpret. After Mr. 
Holmes had made his remarks, he called iiflbn 
Wm^ H. Barr to make an address. He arose, 
and gave an account of his conversion from 
heathenism to Christianity, and concluded 
with a most solemn and affectionate exhorta- 
tion. His remarks occupied full three quar- 
ters of an hour. The assembly were very 
still and attentive ; the eloquence of young 
Barr delighted and astonished them. Mr. 
Holmes supfjoscd the meeting would soon 
break up after William ceased to speak, and 
be made a closing prayer ; but all were too 
deeply interested to think of dispersing, and 
one speech followed close upon another fill 
nearly midnight. There was another meeting 
acill more interesting than this, in the summer 
of 1829, but I fear I shall exhaust your pa- 
tience by writing such long letters, and will 
defer to acoount of it to another opportunity. 

2 
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If any of my kiitd friends inquire afler me, 
tell lliem ihat my health is gnnd, ?nd I eiierish 
iheir memory wilh increasing nffi-clinn. 

Yours sincerely, Cuunelia P, 



LETTER III. 

My dear Cousins, — The meeting lo whicb 
I alluded in my lasi letter, was appointed 
agreeably to ilie wishes of the chiefs and 
warriors, as well as of the missionariea. 
It was called a religious council, and was 
continued four days. A large number arrived 
the first day, some of whoin had travelled 
sixty miles. 

There was no meeting-house and no school- 
house, or other building at Toksiiisli, which 
could linld a qiianer pari of ihe people who 
were expected to nssetiible, and a large arbor 
was therefore built in the woods, furnished 
with a pulpit and arcnmmodntions to seat a. 
thousand people. The next mnrning Mr. 
Wood and Mr. Caldwell, from the Choctaw 
mission, arrived ; and soon after, Major Col- 
bert, Capt. McGilvery and Capi. Sealy — 
three of the highest Chickasaw chiefs, besides 
everal other men of high standing, with iheir 
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families. Rev. Mr. Byington came in the even- 
ing wiih two Clioctaw converts; one of them 
\vas Tahoka of whom I related so much in 
my account of the Choctaw mission. The 
meeting commenced on Thursday, and con- 
tinued unul the Monday following. On the 
Sabbath; the Lord's Supper was administered 
to nearly a hundred of his professing disci- 
ples, gathered from six different nations, all 
united together by the ties of Christian affec- 
tion, and bound to their common Saviour by the 
strongest bonds of gratitude and love. Mr. 
Byington preached often in Choctaw, with 
peculiar acceptance, being fully understood 
also by every Chickasaw. Tahoka, also, 
made many exhortations in the most fervent, 
beseeching, and winning manner ; which were 
vreW received, and instrumental of great good. 
Many anxious inqmrers were present at these 
meetings* 

The conckiding service was held on Mon- 
day morning, upon which occasion multitudes 
assembled. After a solemn exhortation and 
fervent prayer, the meeting was dissolved, 
and the friends and servants of Ciirist re- 
turned to their respective fields of labor, en- 
couraged and comforted, as well as strength- 
ened, by this long and joyful meeting in the 
Indian wilderness. 
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It was not long after this interesting reason, 
that one of llie members of tlie chorrli was 
bereaved of her only daiigluer, a pleasant 
linle girl, ciglu years old. S!ie fell sick on 
Saturday, and died early the following Mon- 
day morning. No ooe llioiiglit lier danger- 
ous, until ijer dyine; agonies (raine on: When 
Mr. Holmes told ihe afflicted ntodier ihai Iwr 
child was dying, she meekly replied, " The 
will of the Lord be done." Mr. Holmes 
said he never witnessed such perfect resig- 
DBtion as this woman exhibited. At her re- 
quest, ihe child had a Christian funeral ; ihe 
missionary preached a sermon at the house, 
where every lliing was conducted in a solemn 
and becoming manner, — no wailing, tearing 
of hair, and beating on the breast, as is com- 
mon among the heailien, at the interment of 
the dead. The corpse was carried to ihe 
grave in a coflin placed upon a bier, followed 
by a long procession of relatives, scholars, 
and neiglihors. I'his was the first native 
ever known lo have had a Cl)risiian funeral. 

The laws against iniempprance were so 
rigidly enforced by ihe rliiefs, thai in the 
summer of 1629, Mr. Holmes said, " fVe 
have not aeen an iatoxicateii Indian during 
Ihe past year,'^ The change seemed liie 

yre remarkable, as iniemperance had been, 
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for a long time, the easily besetting sin of 
almost every tribe of Indians in our country. 
In the fall of 1829, there was another large 
meeting held in the same neighborhood, at- 
tended by a great many people who wished 
to know bow they might be saved. In speak- 
ing of their distress, Mr. Holmes said, '* Never 
did I see such weeping before." It is be- 
lieved that since that time many of those 
weeping sinners have been truly converted 
to God, though some who then manifested 
much trouble on account of sin, do not give 
satisfactory evidence of being delivered from 
its power. During this communion season, 
the missionaries were assisted by the Rev. 
Mr. Byington, from the Choctaw nation, ac- 
companied by Col. Folsom, a Choctaw chief. 
You will undoubtedly feel much surprised 
^en you are informed that the Chickasaws 
and other people who live in that nation have 
felt such anxiety to hear the gospel preached, 
that they have travelled on foot from twenty 
to thirty miles, solely for that purpose. One 
old woman walked a great distance to inquire 
what she must do to be saved ? She told 
the missionary that she waded through all the 
intervening swamps, through water two feet 
deepi and her case was by no means a singu- 
lar ooe. A prayer meeting on Wednesday 
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levening was held in ihe fljhoil-house, at 
Toksbisli, wtiich for mnre than o year was 
Illy crowded. Many of ihose who at- 
Jiad lo coiTie from seven to len miles, 
and return The same nii^lit. 

I iliiiik lliesB fuels need only to be known, 
to aronse liie minds nf Cliiisiians, and s(iinit~ 
late liiem lo more vigorous exertions in mak- 
ing provision for the spirituul wants of this 
jnieresiing people. I fee! assured your So- 
ciety will do much to improve the cliildreti 
in the schools, hy sending ihem books, elates, 
paper, penuilu, he. If you add shoes, you 
will do ihem a particular favor, ll is de- 
lightful 10 witness the triumphs of the gospel 
in llie vicinity of (he missionary stations. 
The members of ihe church a|>pear remaika- 
tly well, and lead sober, consistent Chrisiian 
Jives. Tlie advancement in civilization is very 
great, especially near Monroe and Tokshish. 

1 believe I have already mentioned ibat 
Mr. Stuart's health failed, and iliat he was 
compelled to reiorn with his family lo South 
Carolina. He has since recovered his health 
and returned to his former station. He is 
now able to preach to the Indians, who feel 
a very strong affection for him. 

Mr. Holmes has suffered from ill h«all^ 
and has been oblig«d to leave lbs mission for 
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t tinie, but was enabled to return with im- 
proved health after a few months. 

lo my next letter, I shall continue the ac- 
count of ilie missions under the direction of the 
Araerican Board, in the Chickasaw nation* 
Remenibef me affectionately to all friends. 
Yours truly, Cornblia. 



LETTER IV. 

My dear Cousins^ — In this letter I propose 
IB gire you a brief history of the missionary 
station of Martyn, under the superintendence 
4yf the Rev. Mr. Blair. The Indian name of 
die settlement in which this station is situated 
k Pacha J^oosa^ the English of which is 
Pigeon Roost. In the neighboring white set^ 
tleftienu the people call it the Love Villagt^ 
because many families by the name of Lure 
reside there. There were in the school, at 
ooe time, ten, out of twenty-four scholarsi 
whose names were Love. Martyn is sixty 
miles north west from Monroe, and about 
siDety west from Caney Creek. 

There are a considerable number of faixli<* 
Ecs of mixed blood, within two miles of the 
itation $ soma of the members of these faaii* 
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lies were ediicaieiJ in ihe mission srbool at 
Monroe. A blacksmiili'd shop and grial-niill,. 
show tliat civilizalion lias made considerable 
projijress in ihia neigliborliood. 

Wiihiii six or eiglil miles there are Iwo full 
Indian seitlemetils, which are pleasanily situa- 
ted, and make an unusimlly tieat ajipearance. 
Many of the people living in the vicinity of" 
Manyn can understand English, and wiihout. 
the aid of an interpreter, Mr. Blair can preach 
to all the inliahiiants who have hitherto mani- 
fested a desire to attend upon the means of' 
grace. 

This station was formed by the desire, and 
at the expense of the Chickasaws, who ap- 
propriated part of the aimnities which ihey 
receive from ilie United States in pay for lands 
ihey have sold, to erect buildings, clear up a 
little farm, and to purchase stock. They 
also appropriated a sufficient sum to establish 
and support two schools, ant! selected Mariya 
and Caney Creek, as ilie places where ihey 
wished them to be established. 1 believe the 
appropriation was made in 1824; the build- 
ings were commenced the latter part of 1625, 
btit the school was not opened until August, 
1826. When the establishment was com- 
pleted, it was a very comfortable place, and 
far from unpleasant. The houses were built 



of bewn logs, and had briclt: chimneys, with 
convefH€ni out-houses, and a garden contain- 
ing U>re€ quarters of an acre, enclosed by a 
aoilafble fence. Mr. and Mrs. Blair have 
generally labored alone at this station^ except- 
ing the necessary help upon the farm and in 
the kitchen. Their school contains nearly 
thirty pupils, a part of whom board constantly 
witb them ;«and during the severity of winter, 
almost the whole of the school remain with 
them. The scholars manifest very good ca- 
pacity for learning. There has been do 
church formed at Martyn yet, though a num- 
ber of the members of the Chickasaw mission 
church live in the neighborhood, and a few 
months ago there were several interesting 
cases of anxious inquiry. As knowledge in- 
creases a spirk of liberality wakes up, showing 
kaelf in efforts to benefit others more ignoradt 
and destitute than themselves. Besides tbo 
reguJiir preaclung of the gospel, Mr. Blair haa 
the ebarge of a large and respectable Bible 
elflss every Sabbath. A Bible Society has 
been formed, which has not only supplied the 
wants of the mission, but has extended aid to 
0tb«r neighborhoods. There are two weekly 
prayer meetings, and 4{>e Monthly Concert is 
•baerved. A Temperance Society has been 
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rectniiy lormed in addition to 


all the other 


benevolent 


effoils 1 Imve niiniei! ; 


already. 


Two of 1 


ilie Chickasaw girls v 


ibo received 


their educE 


ilion in Wv. Bliiir's ; 


school, have 


married resperlable ivliiie men a 


nd settled in 


llie vicinily 


of Marty.,. 




] am 5Dri 


ly 1 linve no letters fr 


t>m llie boys- 


and girls in 


UiBt scliiiol in send you. If 1 re- 


ceive any, 1 


l will forward iheivi 


by llie first 


O|iportuiiiiy 


. Remember me sffectionalely to. 


uncle and a 


.unl, and believe ine 


your sincere 


friend, 


Cornelia. 
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Dear Cc 


iH^inB^/w,— Theslai 


tion at Caney 


Creek was 


esiablislied upon Ijidi 


an funds, llje 


same us ilir 


; ooe ai Marlyn. TIj 


e money was 


placed at ilie disiinsal of ilie Rev 


. Mr. Siuarl, 


wlio siiperi 


mended the ereclion i 


if the build- 


ings, the i 


ipening of the farm 


, and oiher 


preparaloiy 


measures for gelii 


ng a school 


Thl Rb» 


'. Mr. Wilson and Ills 


: family look 


up llieir residence at iliis stalion 


ihe last week 


in August, 


1826. At that time 


every thing 


^ 
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was in a confused state, the buildings unfin- 
ished, and the gardt^n and yards unfeneed. 
The anxiety of the Chickasaws to have the 
school opened for the reception of their chil- 
dren, induced Mr. Wilson to engage to re- 
ceive scholars on the fifteenth day of January, 
1827. When the day arrived the weather 
proved excessively cold and only five Indian 
children attended the first week, but before 
the second week closed he had fifteen schol- 
ars, almost all ignorant of the English lan- 
guage. The number of scholars to be in the 
school at once, was limited by the Chicka- 
saws to twenty-five ; among the first set of 
pupils were some who were thought by th^ 
missionaries to be genteel in their manners 
and appearance; a few of them were nearly 
seventeen years of age. Whenever a scholar 
left the school, bis place was immediately 
filled by another. 

There have been several vacations since 
the commencement of the school, but it has 
usually happened at this station, that the 
scholars have been prompt in returning as 
soon as the vacation closed. The progress 
of the children in their studies has been 
very good ; they would not sufl^er in the 
least by comparison with children in New 
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Ens;lBnd, after attending the same length 
of lime. 

Mr. Wilson lias not had much help in ih© 
school a great part nf the time ; a young 
brother, o member of Nashville College, look 
charge of il for a time, and liis sister lias been 
a missionary assisiant, I believe ever since the 
cninmencemeriE of Mr. Wilson's labors al 
Caney Creek, 

Afler the restriction was taken off, respect- 
ing a limited nuiiiber of schnlurs, Mr. Wilson 
increased his number to lliirly-five. The 
missionaries have always founil it an arduous 
task lo teach the Indian children English, 
while they iiave lived logeiher, for they are 
Tery unwilling to use any language but their 
own, unless compelled lo do so from neces- 
sity. To remedy this difficulty, Mr. Wilson 
placed five of his native boys in pious families' 
JD Tennessee, one in a family, where they 
ate, slept, and played with the children of the' 
family where they boarded, and attended a. 
good school in the neighborhood, principally 
at the expense of the mission. In these cir- 
cumstances they learned English, and ac- 
quired knowledge more rapidly than had been 
anticipated before the experiment was tried. 
The boys were pleased and contented in ibeir 
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new situation, and a very marked change for 
the better was soon visible in their persons 
and manners. Some pious and liberal gen- 
tlemen and ladies have taken an Indium child 
into their families, and given it board and 
tuition ; and the plan succeeded so well, that 
since then above twenty children have been 
sent into Tennessee, and placed in similar 
circumstances. Those retained in the mis- 
sion school are making good progress in their 
studies, and manifest much aflfection for the 
mission family, by whom they are loved most 
tenderly. Mr. Wilson's heart is often cheered 
by the good accounts forwarded to him, from 
time to time, by the teachers of his boys in 
Tennessee. 

Caney Creek is a good place for an Indian 
boarding school, because it is at a considera- 
ble distance from any settlement of full In- 
dians. It has been found from experience, 
that native children in schools do better when 
removed from their early associates, and are 
more tractable in learning to study and work. 

You would be highly entertained to hear 
about the laws, which i referred to in my last 
letter, which were enacted about two years 
ago by the highest chiefs, who caused them 
to be enforced with the greatest strictness ; I 
will mention a very few of them. They ban- 

3 
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ished whiskey from the nation, for a time: 
tl)ey piinialied every lliief wiili tliirly-nine 
laslies, am! coinpellcd l)iin Ui reslr.re the 
stolen articles, nr oilier |)roj»eriy to ihe full 
amnirnl ; llie s.lii|ie3 were rfpiili out inosl frtidi- 
fully 10 every iliief, wiiliou! any abaleinenl on 
accoiinl of nge, sex, color, or rank. Tweiily- 
Gve men from the four nalinnal districia were 
elected to see ll>.it these laws were pronipily 
eKGCiiled, and paid by the nation. Liiws 
were made agaiiiet tHlter crimes, aiid enforced 
with equaV vigor. 

You will readily infer from what I have 
related already, tliai this mission has been a 
great blessing to the Cliickasaw people ; and 
could liiey be left in quiet possession of their 
coiiiiiry and privileges, it is believed (hut 
their advancemenl in religious knoivJeilge and 
civilization woold continue lo be i^pid ; but 
the expectation of being removed l'rnii> the 
lands which they now oeci»py has discooraged 
them, caused the laws to be disregardpil, and 
filled the nation with distress and disorder. 

I do not ilrink of anything more to add at 
tliia time, except lo say that lliere is a floiir- 
isi>ing Sabbath school al Caney Creek con- 
taining twenty-five scholars, besides those con- 
nected with the mission family, nnless 1 an- 
swer cousin Andrew's inquiry coacerniug the 
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fiituation of the Chickasaw nation. I will 
therefore add a postscript for liim. 

Affectionately yours, Cornelia. 

P. S. Dear Andrew^ — I would make an 
apology for neglecting to tell you how the 
Chickasaw nation is situated, in my first letter. 
If you examine a map of the United States 
you will 6nd this tribe occupy the northern 
part of the State of Mississippi. Caney Creek 
18 near the eastern boundary of the Chickasaw 
lands, and was chosen on account of its near- 
ness to navigable waters, and a good market. 

The mission farm is not large, but the land 
is as good as any in the nation — it is well 
managed and very productive. 

1 shall endeavor to fulfil my promise to 
your sister Delia, and continue to send her 
letters. In my next you may expect to hear 
about the commencement of a mission to the 
Osage Indians, which I think you will find 
more interesting than anything I have yet 
sent you concerning the original inhabitants 
of America. 

I desire much love to my dear uncle, aunt, 
and cousins. Affectionately yours, 

Cornelia. 



PART II. 



LETTERS ON THE OSAGE MISSION. 



LETTER L 

My dear Cousins, — It is with sincere plea- 
sure I commence writing the history of the 
mission to the Osage Indians, which I pro- 
mised you in my last letter concerning the 
Chiekasaw Indians. 

In May, 1SI9, the United Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society appointed two Agents, Rev. 
Epaphras Chapman, and Rev. Job P. Vinall, 
to vi^it the Missouri Territory and ascertain 
the condition of the Indian tribes in that quar- 
ter, and to select suitable places for mission- 
ary stations. 

These gentlemen left New York in the 
same month, and went directly to the city of 
Washington, where they remained long enough 
to be furnished with letters of recommenda- 
tion from the Secretaries of State, and of 

3» 
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War, to all the officers of government wher- 
ever it was probable lliey migibl (ravel. Col. 
JIcKenney, Superintendent of Indian Trade, 
also gave iliern leliers of iniroduciion to 
all llie agents and factors amnng liie In- 
dians, urging ibem to co-operate with iha 
niissionBrles in llieir plans fnr beneSting the 
Indians, and to furnish guides, inierpreiers, 
8tc. whenever necessary. These leiiers were 
of the nlinosl jmponatice to the travellers, and 
greatly facilitated the siiccesErul prosecutioa 
of their tour. They marie Brainerd in their 
way, and passed a few days in a very pleasant 
and [irofiiable manner wiih the missionaries st 
that Etaiinn. While there, the agents were 
inIroH«red to Mr. Charles Hicks, the Chris- 
tian chief of whom you heard me nfien speak, 
in relating the history of the Cherokee mis- 
sion. He furnished them with an excellent 
letter to the king and his warriors at Arknn- 
saa. They also called at the Cherokee 
Ageney, and were received with similar ex- 
pressions of liospituliiy, krndriess and courtesy, 
which Cnl. Meigs has uniformly enpressed" 
towards all our missionaries. He gave ihetn 
letters to all the distinguished chiefs of ilie 
Chernkees of the .\rkan8as, to Gov, Clarke, 
who at that time had the control of the wliola 
CouQtry through nbich the sgenta wouM uavd^ 



H« tho Wrote H most afiectionate introduction, 
explaining their design, character, be. and 
added some advice and information, which 
were of great value. He also wrote letters of 
commendation, requesting friendly aid and co- 
0|ieration, to Major Lewis, agent of the Ar- 
kansas Cherokees, and Captain Reece, who 
bad formerly been as distinguished for his 
trariike achievements as he then was for his 
piety and industry. The Governor of Ten- 
nessee showed them particular attentions, and 
wrote a favorable letter to the head men 
among the Cherokees. 

After leaving Fort Deposit, in Tennessee, 
the missiimaries suffered considerably from 
bad water, poor provisions, and difficulties in 
travelling over the low, swampy lands, at that 
time overflowed. However, they reached the 
Al^kansas in safety on the thirteenth of July. 
If you will consult your map, I will observe, 
that between the place called Muscle Shoals, 
and Chickasaw Bluffs, these gentlemen saw 
neither Indians nor white men, and very few 
animals. They said, '< It seemed to have the 
stillness of the house of death." Immediately 
upon their arrival, they waited u|)on the king, 
who expressed much satisfaction from the 
vmtf and promised to call a council, on their 
toopuiHi as aooa as be had conferred with his 
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■ chiefs. The day was nppointed for the coun- 
I cil to convene, but before it arrived, bnlh of 
f the missionaries were brougln very low by 
bilious fevers, and were noi able to Iransatt 
any business n( ibe litne of ihe meeting ; iliere- 
fore ibe whole concern ivas entrusled to Ma- 
jor Lewis, who conducted it in a judicious 
manner, and received for them the cordial 
approbation of king and cliiefs, sixteen of 
whom signed tlieir talk. 

When Mr. Chapman and Mr. Vinall had 
so far recovered as to be able to attend to 
business. Major Lewis accompanied tbem to 
the garrison situated at ihc junction of the 
rivers Poieau and Arkansas, to attend an In- 
dian council of Chernkees and Osages. They 
laid ihe object of their mission before the 
chiefs, who expressed their unqualified appro- 
bation, and returned a speech in which their 
satisfaction was expressed in sirong lernis, 
signed by nine of the principal cUiefs. 

The missionaries continued very feeble, 
particularly Mr. Vinall, but they continued 
together a week or more after this pleasant 
interview with the Osage chiefs, and tlien Mr. 
Vinall canie to the deiermtnalion to descend 
the Mississippi and return to New Yorlt by 
the way of New Orleans. Accordingly, early 
in October he bade Mr. Chapman farewell, 



i 



OSAGB IflBSlON. S7 

Slid want on board a krge decked boat fot 
New Orleans ; bat he died in a few weeks, at 
Foct Siakli, where he received every atten« 
lion from Major Bradford, and bis kind and 
ttHiable tf'ife. The partieutai's of hiis death 
^ere not kncnvn ontil the arrival of the mia* 
flieii familj the year following. 

Soon after Mr. Vinall's departure, Mr. 
Chapman, accompanied by Captain Pryor, a 
whil» fluanf wliose name I meotkmed more 
than once in my account of the mission to the 
Cherokees of the Arkansas, went to the 
Osage country with the chiefs, their women 
and children, on their return from the council, 
who treated them with great kindness, well 

E leased with the thought that they should soon 
ave a mission established in their naiioo. / 
During this journey, Mr. Chapman selected 
ifee apot for a station, which was afterwardii 
<^aUed Union. 

Having now accomplished the object of ht^ 
journey, Mr« Chapman bade adieu to bia 
newly acquired Osage acquaintance, and seC 
out lor the Missouri with a Mr. Sloper, a good 
biMiter and woodsman. Without a road or a 
guide, they pursued their perilous course, the 
compass their only director, through dangers 
and difficulties which 1 suppose, my dear 
tanains^ wo ahouhl not very well understand 



38 LETTERS ON THE 

if they were described to lis with e^er so 
mucli paniciikrity. However, llie Ijord con- 
ducted them saCely thrnugli every obslriiclion 
tliai Impeded llieir progress, nnd will) a lliarik- 
ful heart Mr. Chapmuii entered Si. I^uis the 
laller part of October ; und after resting a 
short lime, conlliiiied his way huck lo the cjiy 
of New York. 

You may expect another letter soon. 
\ ours, CoB.NEi.iA. 



LETTER II. 

Dear Cousins, — After Mr. Chapman re- 
turned to New York at:d reported his tour, 
the Board adopted a plon more extensive than 
they at first contemplated. Their improved 
plan embraced not only the knowledge of 
Christianity, bui the inslrnclron of the native 
boys in useful learnJn^^, agriculture, and the 
mechanic arts ; and the girls, spinning, weav- 
ing, knitting, setving, and dnmesiic economy. 

Soon aiier llieir plan was matured and 

published, the following persons volunteered 

their services, to go to the Osage wilderness 

and teach these things to the savage inhabi- 

1. The Re?, Mr. Vaill was appointed 
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superintendent of the mission, and the Rev. 
Mr. Chapman, assistant superintendent ; Dr. 
Marcus Palrner, physician ; Mr. Fuller, far- 
mer ; Mr. Redfield, carpenter ; Mr. Mihon, 
farmer and stone-cutter ; Mr. Wm. Requa, 
farmer and teacher ; Mr. Woodruff, black- 
smith ; and Mr. G. Requa, farmer and me- 
chanic. 

Besides these gentlemen, the following la- 
dies were approved as helpers, in addition to 
Mrs. Vaill and Mrs. Chapman. Misses Susan 
Lines, Eliza Cleaver, Clarissa Johnson, Mary 
Foster, Dolly E. Hoyt, and Phebe Beach. 
Mr. Vaill's four children, who were from three 
to ten years of age, were part of the mission 
family. The committee of missions received 
the most satisfactory testimonials of the reli- 
gious character and qualifications of all these 
persons, and they were most cordially recom- 
mended to the Board, who received them 
gladly and appointed them members of the 
mission individually. 

Such interest in the missionary catise had 
never before been exhibited in the city of 
New York as was displayed after this inter- 
esting family collected, about the middle of 
April, 1820. In a few days, articles for the 
use of tiie mission, and for the comfort of the 
missionaries, were gathered to the amount of 
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seven or eight thousand dolkrs, besides the • 
cotleciinns after public religious services and 
ppfviite donalions In tweniy-five hundred diA- 
Isrs in money. TIte ladies in the ciiy and 
the vicinity, prepared clothing for Indian chil- 
dren wlio should be received into the mission 
scliooj, and for the missionaries, by which 
they rendered essential service to the mission. 
After spending a few days in deliglitful Chris- 
tian intercourse, llic mission family embarked 
on board a sleam-boat for Philadelphia, where 
a very general interest was exciied. Many 
missionary addresses were made, and collec- 
tions taken up to a considerable amount. On 
tlie day of tiieir departure from that ciiy, the 
nhole family aEsembled in Market Street; 
several ministers, and a large number of ladies 
and gentlemen, the friends of missions, accom- 
panied Ihern out to Centre Stjuare, an en- 
closure, planted with trees and laid out in 
walks. There [be farewell scene was wit- 
nessed. The Rev. Dr. Janeway offi;red ihe 
parting prayer, — the hearts of all present were 
melted down in sympathetic tenderness and 
Christian love. From this place of prayer, 
the mission fiimlly proceeded on their way 
to the land of the heathen, followed in car- 
liagfis by many of their friends, a few miles, 
and doubtiesB the prayers of thousands fol- 
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lowed them to the 6eld of their future labors. 
In ahnost eveiy considerable place, from New 
York to Pittsburg, the family experienced the 
kindness and hospitality of Christians of all 
denominations, and tlie continued smiles of a 
gracious Providence. 

At Pittsburg, articles were collected to the 
amount of nearly a thousand dollars, for the 
use of the mission, materials were procured to 
make four large tents, and two boats were 
purchased, and all the mission property put 
OD board. The family were very happy on 
their voyage, the most entire harmony pre- 
vailed, — sometimes they sailed separately, and 
sometimes the boats were lashed together ; 
then it was easy to walk from one boat to the 
other. In this way they usually descended 
about fifty miles in a day. The health of the 
family generally continued good until some 
time after they began to ascend the Arkansas 
river ; but before they reached the post of 
Arkansas, most of their number began to fal- 
ter, and one after another were brought very 
low with ague and fever, and a bilious fever, 
which, in the case of Miss Lines and Miss 
Hoyt, assumed the form of typhus, and proved 
fatal. Both of these amiable and interesting 
young ladies died within a week ; but they 
died in the triumphs of faith, leaving abundant 

4 
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evidence in iheir pious lives as well as happy 
deaths, ihat lliey were prepared lo enter llie 
abodes of llie blessed. Miss Lines dieil nn 
ihe 25lli of Jrjiy, iwn days after tlie afflicted 
family arrii'ed at Liiile Rnck. At tliat lime, 
other members of the family were very sick,, 
ihe weather was excessively hot, and the 
boats so crowded, that it was deemed unsafe 
to remain on hoard with the sick any longer ; 
therefore they landed at Lillle Rock, wliich 
stands upon a hill near the river, and aboitnda 
in springs of pnre water. It is a small village, 
and they found two lillle cabins unoccnpied, 
which had been recently built, in whicii the 
sick were made comforiable, and soon began 
to amend. The waters of the Arkansas had 
previously begun to fall, and in a short lime it 
became impossible lo proceed up the river 
until the water should rise. After waiiiiis; a 
considerable lime at Lillle Hock in vain, 
hoping for the rise of ihe river, Mr. Chap- 
man, with several of his men, took a canoe 
and started for the siation he bad selected 
on bis exploring tour the year preceding, wiih 
the intention of making some preparation for 
the reception of ibe rest of the family ; but 
they could not proceed in the ranoe any far- 
ther than the Dardanells in the Chcrnkee na- 
tion. They then procured pack-horses, and 
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forced their way through the wilderness, to 
the spot iijjoii which tbey hoped to erect ao 
edifice, in which to worship Jehovah them- 
selves, and point the heathen to '^ the Lamb 
of Gf>d that taketh away the sins of the 
world." After encountering and overcoming 
a variety of trials and difficuhies, the party 
safely arrived at the desired station, and re- 
ceived a cordial welcome from the chief and 
a few Indians whom they found at Union. 
Mr. Chapman felt somewhat embarrassed- 
ivhen he found the country greatly agitated 
by the prospect of war. 

I must now draw this letter to a close, and 
attend to other duties ; but hope soon to re- 
sume my pen and inform you farther concern- 
ing the war and the progress of the mission. 
Ever yours, Cornelia. 



LETTER in. 

My dear Cousins^ — A short time before 
the mission reached Union, Governor Miller, 
of Arkansas, had visited the Cherokee and 
O^age nations, hoping to bush their disputes 
and bring about a treaty of peace, upon just 
and equitable principles. I believe these long 
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protracled difHcullies grew out of encroacb- 
fnent9 upon llie Osage huntin<; gromirts by ihe 
Clierokees, wiio were generally considered 
llie aggressors. In llie repealed -skirmisheB 
heiweeii the iiosiile jianies, the Clierokeea 
had laken many captives, and several perHons 
bad been nnirdered by ilie Osages. The 
former refused to give op their capiives, and 
the laller, with ergiiiii obstinacy, refused lo 
yield up ihe murderers. When the Governor 
returned, be rnel ihe mission family and 
showed them mucii kindness, but feared lia 
had almost entirely failed in llie object of his 
journey. However, it was hoped iliere would 
be a suspension of bosiiliiies for a time. Afier 
Mr. Chapman had made arrangements for 
ereciing comfortable cabins, and seen ihein in 
a good slate of forwardness, lie relumed lo 
the mission family, who had been aga.n stop- 
ped in their ascent by shnul water. He met 
them at Fort Smilh, on l!ie lirst of January, ' 
where ihey were compelled to remain till ilie 
Iweniy-ninth of the month. The water then 
rose, and they proceeded on llieir journey 
and arrived at Union on the eighieenih of 
February, 1821, ten monllis afier they left 
the city of New York, it was a day of joy 
and thanksgiving, although the cabins were 
slill in an unfinished state, und itie weather 
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extremely cold for that country. The cabins 
were made comfortable in the course of a 
fortnight, and the family divided theinselves 
into four parts, and occupied the four cabins, 
reserving the 6fth for a store-house. 

Union is deiiglttivlly simated upon a large 
jprairie containing frr>m eight hundred to a 
thousand acres, of rich -soil, skirted by timber 
land, rather more than twenty miles from the 
mouth of the Neosho or Grand river, a rapid 
•stream, navigable a part of the year. This 
river flows by the prairie on which the mis-« 
sion was built. 

A few of the Indians called at the mission 
bouse soon after the family arrived, as they 
said, to *' shake hands with them." During 
this interview, they agreed to hold a council 
Ht their town, within ten days, at which time 
they would attend to all the proposals the 
missionaries might wish to make. The sec- 
ond chief, whose name was Tally, made a 
very friendly visit, and expressed the warmest 
pleasure in seeing them. He had expected 
them for a long time, and said, *' Now we see 
your faces, and feel glad.'' 

The council was to be held at the Osage 
village, distant from Union about twenty-Gve 
miles ; and Mr. Vaill, Mr. Chapman, Dr. 
Palmeri and Mr. George Requa, were ap- 
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pointed to attend. They labored under many 
disadvantages, for the want nf a good inler- 
preier; however, they made lliein uiiderslaiid 
that tlieir sole object in coining, was to do lite 
Osage people good. The firiil cliieC, namtid 
Clainore, expressed liis satisraciion in strong 
terms, and warmly recommended ihe mission 
lo the regards of liis people. After liis re- 
marks closed, he gave the missionaries in un- 
derstand that he should send his children to 
iheir school, as soon as ihey were prepared lo 
receive them, in case he did not engage in 
war with the Cherokces. 

As (he missionaries approached ihc Osage 
town, [hey were struck iviih the beauiy and 
grandeur of the prospecl. The land was 
level to a great distance, and the rivrr Ver- 
digris rolled on one side nf it, while on the 
other, at the dislanre of a mile or two, seve- 
ral of those nittural mounds, of which you. 
have often read, and as often longed to know ■ 
their origin, rose from a level plain to the 
height of two hundred feel, the one nearest 
the town, which some of the gentlemen as- 
cended, was accessible only on one side. 
They found the top of it as level and soinoih 
as the plain below, in a circular form ol about 
three acres. All these mounds were of eqiiai 
height, and all level on the lop. As the wis- 



OSAGE MIi^SK)N. 47 ' 

sionaries approached the town, Clamore came 
out to welcome and conduct them in. Tliev 
were immediately surroimded by hundreds of 
Indians, all apparently happy to see them. 

The Osagea are a noble looking race of 
men, their usual height exceeds six feet, very 
straight, and their faces handsome. How 
would you feel, my dear cousins, to find your- 
selves surrounded bv two hundred such tali 
men, dressed in buckskin leggins that reached 
to their hips, a short bufTaloe robe or blanket 
suspended from their shoulders, and mocca- 
sins upon their feet f They shave their hair 
close to their heads, except a rim about half 
an inch wide around the crown of the head, 
which they wear about an inch long. Orna- 
ments for the head are fastened within this line 
of hair ; other ornaments are attached to their 
ears, which are slit in several places, and 
many wear these slits filled with strings of 
beads. Besides these, their arms and legs 
are covered with other ornaments, suited to 
the Indian taste and fancy. Clamore invited 
them to his lodge, and there they were feasted 
with a preparation of corn, served up in a 
large wooden bowl ; and before their 6rst In- 
dian repast was finished, they were requested 
to eat at another lodge, and then another, till 
they found it impossible to comply with all the 
invitations of this hospitable people. 
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Perhaps you will like lo know the slyle of 
building adopled by tlie Osages. Tlieir 
houses are usually biiili in a very ^li6!llt man- 
ner, iif long jjoles, aiL-lied over [he lop like a - 
grape frame, and neaily lined will) a mailing 
made nf fl;igs. The size of the lodge corres- 
ponfls with [lie nnniber of wives and f-liildren ; . 
bill iliey wouUl generally measure from 50 lo 
100 feet in len^ih. AbinU vuo hundred and 
GIty of these lodges stand upon half a iiiile 
square, and coniain ahoni thrtje thousand in- 
habitants. You know the Indians love to 
wander from place In place, and seldom live 
long in compact settlements ; ihey therefore 
find the advantage of building such frail 
houses, as we should call (Ijeni ; for whtmever 
they wish to take down a house or rebuild 
one, the lahor principally falls upon the women, - 
who will take down or put one up in a few 
hours. They do not have floors or seals, but 
sit on mats or skins, instead of 6re-places, 
they dig a hole about two feel across, not 
very deep, in wliich the fire is kindled, and , 
an aperture left in the roof for the smoke to 
pass off. Il is common to find three or four 
such fires in one lodge, around which the 
family sit in circles. 

After Httending to all ihe objects which 
they had to bring before the councilj the mia- 
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sionaries returned to their comfortable home ; 
for to them it appeared uncommonly so, with 
all their inconveniences, when compared with 
that of the best native habitations. 

I must now leave you with my best wishes 
for your temporal and eternal happiness. 

Cornelia. 



LETTER IV. 

My dear Cousins^ — In less than a fortnight 
after the meeting; of the council, nine Osage 
warriors, on their way to the garrison, called 
at the mission house. They wished to ascer- 
tain whether the Cherokees had determined 
upon war ; but a little circumstance occurred 
which excited new fears that they should meet 
the enemy ; they therefore tarried all night, 
and the next day returned to their village. It 
was not long after this visit, that Major Brad- 
ford, at Fort Smith, sent the missionaries 
word that war had been declared between the 
two nations, and that the Cherokees had re- 
quested the white people should remove, for 
fear they would be injured by jheir young 
warriors in the heat of battle. And what 
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seemed a little remarkable, within a week 
afterwards, Clnmnre, the Osnge cliier, called 
upon the rnissioiiaiies to tell iliKin iliat four 
hundred nf his waniois htid resoKed to go 
over the river and marfh d'uvn to the Cliero- 
kee cniiniry, and fi^lit ihem upon iherr own 
groiinil ; nnd liis object in calling was lo cau- 
tion llieni 10 keep an eye iipnn their caille 
i yntnig men sbnidd lake 
-in'patRrI to them ihat there 
■ll.iLj.'-, .u. I ■Alii.'li he h^id 
no cooiriil, from ulh- Mm mission 

might receive ^tuyn^ ■ \ ■ : . ■ -u.:\ mnch 
friendship for the iiii^.^i>>:< [,miJ^, anil strong 
altachinent lo the government of ilie United 
Slates. During this visit, >lr. Chapman |ire* 
senled iiim with a pair nf shoes, niarle design- 
edly for Ihe first chief, by his brother inCon- 
neciicnl. Clainnre was hi<;;hly grniified with 
his gift, and said, " He is my brother too." 

The party of Osages who went down lo 
fight the Clierokees eaily in April, remrnod 
before the middle of the monili, boasting that 
tliey had killed several Cherokee and a few 
Qiiapaw Indians; they bad also destroyed 
and stolen considerable properly from ibe 
white settlers. In consequence of such aa 
unpleasant slate of things, missionary opera- 
tions were retarded, and much anxiety suf- 
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fered by all the family, for many months. 
Mr. Chapmun went over to the village the last 
of April, to find out, if possible, what they 
were to expect from the chief and his people, 
after the murders and robbery they had com- 
mitted in their late warlike excursion. Cla- 
more said, ^^ 1 did not send my men down to 
conduct 80 /" Much dissatisfaction was ex- 
pressed by his people ; and the young chief, 
to whom the conduct of the euterprize was 
committed, met with so many frowns on his 
return, that he soon escaped from the village. 
Clamore made some overtures for peace with 
Col. Webber, one of the most influential 
Cherokee chiefs, (perhaps you will remember 
that this chief was brother-iu-law to Catharine 
Brown,) but he was careful ibat he should 
understand his desire for peace did not arise 
from a sense of weakness, for he sent him 
word that he could send upon him at least 
fifteen hundred warriors ; and if it was his 
wish to carry on war, he (Clamore) would 
prosecute it on his part with the utmost vigor. 
The trials of the tnissionaries seemed rather 
to increase than lessen. They were disap- 
pointed in their expectations of 6nding mill- 
seats, and their mill-wrighi was Hnacquainied 
with the art of constructing mills to be carried 
with any other than water power. Some of 
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their most efficient helpers were sick, and 
tliey were siill desiiluie of a kirclien, oven, 
&,c. The ladies were feeble, and oW^eA lo 
prepare food, and atiend lo [lie sick under 
very {^real disadvantages ; so thai when they , 
met on the evening of the first Mondny in 
May, lliey seemed lo be covered wiih an 
Blinost impenetrable ploud of darkness. How- 
ever, ibe Lord smiled upon tliem in a few 
days, and iheir iiearis began to be cheered, 
and much quickened in prayer and praise. 
The sick showed signs of recovery, and afier 
a season of iiniied consuliaiion, ihey resolved 
lo build a good fraioe house, foriy-eighl feet 
long and twenty wide, two stories high, niih a 
piazza in front, kitchen, cellar, &ic. Tliey 
bad failed in every attempt to secure a good 
interpreter, and at ibrs meeting h was agreed 
thai Mr. Chapman shoidd go to Claniore's 
village immediately, and see if it was not e&- 
pedient for him to accompany them upon 
their summer's hunt, that be might acquire 
their language. He accordingly ivent the 
fourteenth of May, but found the vilhige de- 
serted ; to all appe:irance they had been ab- 
sent several days. The next day it was voted 
that Mr. Chapman and Mr. Wjn. Requa 
should follow tliem to the hunting ground, and 
remain till they returned home in the fall> 
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They also adopted a variety of regulations 
with regard to the duty of other individuals of 
the mission family^/the care of the mission 
property, he. And May the 26th was set 
apart for fasting and prayer, previous to or- 
ganizing a regular church. The day follow- 
ing was the Sabbath, when the ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper was administered. It was 
a season of deep solemnity, and tender inter- 
est ; the ties that botmd this affectionate fam- 
ily and church together before, seemed oh 
this occasion to be so strengthened as to make 
them feel wholly of one heart and one mind. 

Here Mr Pelham, entered the room, and 
said, *' What do you find to scribble about so 
much, my daughter .?" Cornelia, with much 
simplicity, related the engagement she had 
made with her cousins, and added, '* I am 
now engaged in giving them an account of 
the first mission ever attempted among the 
Osa2;es of the Arkansas." 

Mr. Pelham. But, my child, you know 
there was a mission fitted out to the Osages 
of the Missouri, about the same time. 

Cornelia. 1 do. Pa', but I feel confused 
when I attempt to think of the two different 
bands to whom the missions were sent. I 
wish you would throw some light upon the 
subject. 

5 
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Mr. Pelham. They consiituted one band 
about a hundred years ago, but with a view 
to more exieiisive setilemenis, or in conse- 
quence of i!ie intrigues of rival iraders, ii ivas 
agreed in a greal national rouncil, llial llie 
band should divide, and one |)arl move ofFio 
ihe Missouri, while the other should remain 
on Ihe Arkansas river and the reE,ion around 
it. Those ^vho moved lo ihe Missouri, were 
sore pressed by the surrounding irihes, who 
did not feel inclined to cultivate llieir Trieod- 
ship ; and finding themselves unhappy, liiey 
returned, by permission of the Arkansas band, 
under whose pi'oieclion ihey put themselves, 
and settled upon an extensive jilain, not far 
from the old establishment. It is supposed, 
that upon this occasion, those upon the Arkan- 
sas took the name of the Great Osagts, and 
gave lliiil of Li itle Osagcs 10 those who had 
relumed. Although i)iey are called by differ- 
ent names, yet in reatiiy iheir habits and in- 
terests are the same. 

At the present lime, (he Liiile Osages are 
considered the most skilful and bold in war, 
and the most dexterous and successful hunters. 

Corndia. This was what I wished lo 
know ; it iias relieved me from much anxi- 
ety ; for I felt very imwilling lo send any ac- 
count lo the children, whicii was not perfectly 



OSAGE MISSION. 55 

correct. I have one more question to pro- 
pose. How many towns and inhabitants have 
the whole Osa2:e tribe ? 

Mr, Pelham. In 1817, Gov. Clark stated 
that the Great Osages had three towns, con- 
taining; in thetn all six thousand inhabitants ; 
and the Little Osag;es two towns, in which 
were about two thousand souls. This num- 
ber is constantly decreasing, on accoinit of 
their wars, sickness, want of food, and the 
early death of many of their children ; and is 
not now probably more than five thousand. 

Cornelia. How is the principal Little 
Osage town situated ? 

Mr. Pelham. Upon the Neosho river, 
ninety miles above Union. I presume you 
know that there has been, and still continues 
to be much of jealousy and bad feeling be- 
tween the two bands, and it was thought a 
very providential circumstance that originated 
a mission to the Little Osages so soon after 
one was sent to their brethren. 

Cornelia. I thank you, Pa', for all this 
information. 

She immediately communicated the sub- 
stance of the above conversation to her 
cousins, and sent the letter to them in season 
for their next meeting. 
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LETTER V. 



My dear Covsuts, — In iliis l^lier 1 sliail 
tell }'()ti abaul tlie second niissioii lo (he 
Osages. 

The summer after the firsi mission left New 
York, Saiis-Nerf the principal rliief of the 
Missodri Osages, visiied ihe cily of Washing- 
ton with liis lirsl cnimsellor and highest war- 
rbr, as a depiHalinn to request government 
lo establish schools in liis nation, and in grant 
them the means of tivilizaiinn. The »vi>hes 
of the chief were coninumicated in the Rev, 
Dr. Worcester, at ihai lime llie Cnrrespnnd- 
ing Secretary of the American i^nard of For- 
eign Missions, by Colonel McKeirney, the 
siipprinlendent of Indian trade. 

After some deliberation it was ihonght best, 
if anoiher mission was .sent lo the Osage pen- 
pie, ihafil shniild be dnno by the same so- 
cieiy under whose paironage the first had 
been established. The Rev. Dr. Milledoler, 
Secretary of the United Foreign Missionary 
Society, was requested to repair imtnedl- 
fl/eJf lo the seal of government and make 
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ihe necessary arrangements with the Osage 
chiefs. 

Soon after his arrival, Dr. Millecloler made 
an address to the chiefs, stating the good 
wishes which his Society cherished for him 
^nd liis peopIe,^their ohjeci in sending out 
persons who would teach them religion and 
the arts of civilized life, &^. To which 
Sans-Nerf repUed as follows : — 

" My Friendy — ^You see I jmi not white 
like yon ; 1 am red — hut my heart is in the 
^ame place with your heart ; my blood is the 
same color as your blood ; my limbs are hke 
your limbs ; I am an American. 

" My Friend^ — I have heard your talk. 
When 1 go to my village, do you think my 
people will tell me to hold my tongue, or will 
shut their ears, when I tell them wlmt you 
say } 

<< My Friend^ — 1 told my brother, the su- 
perintendent of Indian trade, that i did not 
come on here for my pleasure, nor to see the 
country. I came to do business. What I 
have come for is most done. 1 am pleased, 
and when 1 tell my people what you say, 
they will be pleased. 

5* 
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" My Friend, — I repeat il — 1 am pleased 
witii ivliai you say, aiiii wish jou 10 cojne 
soon. Coine lo iny villa-e." 

Sfiveral inlerviews look place after this, in 
one ofwhicli a sort ol trfaty or cuveiiani was 
made between the chiefs and Or. Millednler 
in bfhaHor itieir nation, and the Socieiy of 
which he was Secretary ; ihe piirporl of wliich 
was, that ihe United Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety shnnliLsend out a mission lo llie Osages 
of liie Missouri as early as possible, lo instruct 
llieni in ihe knowledge of true religion— to iearn 
ibeir young men ai^ricullure and ihe mei^hanic 
arts, and iheir yniing women ihe use of the 
wheel, and lonni, ingeiher wiih Idiiuiug, sew- 
ing, and all kinds of household inaiiers, as 
practised by while people, — besides eslablish- 
ing sciionls in which all iheir young p<:o|ile 
and children miglit learn to read, write and 
aitenr! to the higher branches of nducation, if 
liie chiefs desired it. They also agreed for 
the Osages, lo receive the inslruciinns of the 
missionaries, to ireiit ihein kindly, lo aid them 
in building houses for themselves and the 
children who should live with ihem In learn — 
lo give ihem as much land as the missionaries 
sbould wish to cullivale for ibeir own use; 
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but (bey were restricted from purchasing or 
occupying any land, not assigned for their 
particular use by the Indians themselves. 

The chief farlher stipulated that the mis- 
sionaries should never be driven from their 
station by any of his people ; that iiv case they 
did not like to retain them in the nation, they 
would either make the United Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society acquainted with their wishes, 
or their great father the President of the 
United States. 

After I)r.^ Milledoler returned to New 
York, and it was made public that arrange- 
ments were making for the outfit of a large 
mission family to the Osages of the Missouri, 
more than a htuidred persons, both 'male and 
female, volunteered their services in this la- 
borious and self-denying enterprize. Most 
gladly would they have broken away from the 
endearments of domestic life in the midst of 
polished and refined society, to brave the 
hardships and perils of the howling wilderness. 
But as the funds of the Society were not 
sufficient to send but a small part of those 
wIk> willingly o6fered themselves to the work, 
the following persons were selected and went. 
The Rev* Mr. Dodge, of Vermont, was ap- 
pointed superintendent, and Rev. Mr. Pixleyi 
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of the same State, assistant, the Rev. Mr. 
Montgomery, of Pennsylvania, minister and 
teacher. Dr. Belcher, physician and surgeon. 
These gentlemen had wives. Besides these 
persons, there were Messrs. Austin, Seely, 
Jones, Newton, Bright, and Sprague, who 
were farmers, mechanics, and teachers, with 
their wives, and five unmarried ladies, named, 
Susan Comstock, Harriet Woolley, Mary 
Weller, Mary Etris, Eliza Howell. Among 
these families were sixteen children, making 
the whole mission family to contain forty-five 
souls. This company were collected in the 
city of New York early in March, 1821. On 
the fourth, there was a public meeting held 
on their account in the first Presbyterian 
Church, which was filled to overflowing a 
long time before the commencement of the 
exercises. The death of the Redeemer was 
commemorated, and it proved a melting sea- 
son to his followers ; other meetings of deep 
interest succeeded each other during the stay 
of the nrissionaries, at which the most enli- 
vening and spirited addresses were made by 
distinguished clergymen of the three denomi- 
nations which were united in the so(;ieiy, un- 
der whose patronage this mission was to be 
seiit to the heathen. The day of their de- 
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parture, they received the instructions of the 
Board, &c. And after these services closed, 
a long procession formed and conducted the 
family to ihe wharf, and after joining their 
beloved friends in singing a farewell hymn, 
the most tender parting salutations were wit- 
nessed by thousands, who manifested by their 
emotion that it was a scene never to be for- 
gotten. Before simset they reached the Point 
at Elizabethtown, and found more carriages 
were collected than were necessary to convey 
the faujily to the town. Even the Governor 
with his lady came down to the Point to re- 
ceive the missionaries, manifesting their re- 
gard to the sacred cause of missions. O 
what a charm does religion throw over rank 
and wealth ! and how endearing to the hearts 
of the people was the amiable and condescend- 
ing deportment of Governor Williamson and 
his lady upon this occasion. They took tea 
with the mission family at the Rev. Dr. McDo- 
well's and united in the religious services on 
that evening, and the next day, after joining 
in prayer and singing a farewell hyfnn in the 
midst of a vast concourse of people, accom- 
panied the missionaries to Brunswick, where 
the paity was met at the bridge by Col. ]^el- 
son, who received them under his care from 
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the hands of their honorable and pious friends 
from Elizabeihlown. 

It would lake me too Ion?;, my dear cousins, 
to recount every instance of Cliristian courtesy 
and kindness these honored servants of the 
Lord Jesus experienced from the friends of 
the heathen, on the way to their '* desert 
home ;" but the instances I have already 
mentioned will j^ive you a just idea of the re- 
ception they met from Christians at Trenton, 
Princeton, and Philadel[)hia. At the latter 
place, meetings similar to those in the cities 
and towns ] iiave already mentioned were at- 
tended, and donations in money and necessary 
articles were made to a considerable amount. 
From Philadelphia they started for Pittsburgh 
In hired waggons, and reached that place in 
safety on the t\$:enty-n.inlli-.of ApiiU 

I must now bid you adieu, hoping soon to 
write you again. Cornelia. 



LETTER VI. 



My dear Cousins^ — I observed in my last, 
that the mission family had reached Pittsburg 
In safety. After spending more than a week 
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with Christian friends in that place, who 
cheered them with their conversation, prayers 
and hospitality, they embarked, A|3ril^ll, on 
board two boats, deeply affected with t(7e len- 
der regard manifested for them by Christians 
of every name. In a letter to a friend, Mr. 
Pixley said, " We have been warned, ex- 
horted, encouraged, and most affectionately 
bidden Godspeed^ with, many tears, expres- 
sive both of joy and fear. 1 could not tell 
yon, if I had time, what fervent prayers have 
ascended, and how many, whom we never saw 
before, hs^ve been dissolved in a flood of tears 
at onr departure. It exceeds all description, 
and leaves ns only a glowing remembrance of 
what cannot be expressed." It was a circum- 
stance worthy of notice, that the very pilot 
who conducted the Union Mission down the 
river, the previous year, and the mission to 
Elliot, since that time, was engaged to conduct 
the present family down. 

After the boats started, and the family were 
regulated, a school was opened for the chil- 
dren of the mission, and the business of the 
family, school, study, and of the boatmen, 
were conducted with as much regularity, as 
any establishment on shore could have been. 
The boats moved on pleasantly, and with as 
much rapidity as had beeh anticipated, until 
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tlie iliird of May, when one of the boals liav- 
ing liepn sonitlime aiii-ad, fell back, reqiiesl- 
ing ilie nilier In come along aide, — site did so, 
and lieiird the dislressrng intelligence, thai one 
of llie boatmen hnd fallen overboard, and was 
drowned. The shock was fell ilirou^honi the^ 
family, for the maji had gained rfie cunfidence 
and esteem of ihe whole company. 

He appeared to be a vt-ry pious man. 
Tins seemed lo be the first heavy trial they 
had been called to experience ; bnt the same 
evening, Mrs. Newton, in the oilier boat, who 
had been unwell several days, became much 
worse, and her infant, a few days old, ap- 
peared in be dying of spasms. It coniinued 
bul a day or two, and was interred at Mount 
Vernnn, Jndiana, and two days after, its 
mother's eyes were closed in deaili. When 
the boais arrived at Shawneeiown, Dr. Bel- 
cher thoMghl it best In carry Mrs. Newion on 
shore; an eminent physician of that place was 
consulted, who agreed with him in thinking, 
that if it were possible anything wonld help 
her, it would be ii removal. Accordingly, she 
nas carried upon n bed to a large airy room 
a few rods from the river, but it prodnced no 
effect ; she was rational, calm and resigned ; 
felt lierself upon the confines of eternity j yet, 
TIBS not in the least dismayed. Her conS- 
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dence in the Saviour remained unshaken, and 
she was happy to the last. Her death was so 
peaceful, that not a groan was heard, not a 
finger moved ; it was hke the soft sleep of 
infancy. Mrs. Newton was very amiable and 
pleasant, and had won the affection of all con- 
nected with the mission in an unusual degree. 
Her friends were supported through this afflic- 
tive scene, though they could not restrain the 
tears that fell, as they bent over her lifeless 
form. She died on the morning of the sixth 
of May, and was entombed the evening of 
the same day ; a large number pf strange^rs 
assembled to join in the ftmeral rites, and 
their tearful eyes testified the interest and 
sympathy they felt in view of the affecting 
providence. 

The next day, the brethren of the mission 
built a wooden railing around the grave of 
their dear sister and friend, and immediately 
pursued their journey. On the ninth of May, 
they began to ascend the Mississippi, and with 
the greatest exertions, they were unable to 
proceed but a few miles ; some days they as- 
cended seven, others, five and ten* Discour- 
aging as were these circumstances, yet all 
preserved their fortitude and patience rie- 
markably. In prosperity and adversity, the 
family seemed united and harmonious, which 

6 
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was remarkable, considering it was made up 
of persons frnm nine dilfereiit Slaies, who had 
occnjiied widely different situations in Uie 
wurld, and but recently gailieied [iigeilier in 
ihe capacity of a family. The boats arrived 
at Si. Lniiis, on tlie third of June, and an in- 
lerview willi Governor Clark was sought and 
obtained, by the superintendent, ulio pre- 
sented the docunietits which government had 
' forwarded lo him. The next day, anollier 
interview was nbliiined with the governor, and 
Mr. Choteau, and iiis son, sub-agents for In- 
dian affairs ; llie fonner gentleman had great 
influence with ihe Indiiius ; liis son had re- 
cently returned from the Osage country. 
Nearly half a day was spent in considtaiion 
upon subjects connected with the mission, 
especially in regartl to iis location. Governor 
Clark, and the Messrs. Clioteaus appeared 
very friendly to the mission, and expressed a 
wish to render it all the assistance in their 
power. 

At this place, (hey heard appalling rumors 
of wars, between the Cherokers, Delawares, 
Siiawnees, aud the Osnges, — but (rusting in 
the protecting power of their lieaveuty Mas- 
ter, (liey urged their way forward through 
such a variety of difliculties, that if I should 
slop lo recount litem all, it would occupy more 
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lime than my other duties would allow. Suf- 
fice it to say, the missionaries had to contend 
with a flood tide ahnost the whole length of 
their passage up the Missouri and Osage 
rivers ; all who are acquainted with the 
navigation of those rivers, under similar cir- 
cumstances, know sometljing of the attendant 
labors and perils, and no others can know 
them fully. But the Lord mercifully pre- 
served their lives, and a greater measure of 
health than could reasonably have been antici- 
pated ; only one case of ague and fever had 
occurred, during the progress of the whole 
journey, which was almost five months. Some 
cases of bilious fever were rather obstinate, 
but none of them considered dangerous. The 
family entered the Osage river on the 29th of 
June. On the first Sabbath in July, they went 
on shore for divine worship, and the services 
of the day were performed under the shadow 
of a great rock, that projected far enough, to 
shelter a thousand persons from the burning 
rays of a summer's sun, or the furious pelt- 
ings of a winter's storm,* It was a calm, 
solemn and sweet Sabbath. In just a month 
from this day, the boats reached the mouth of 
the Little Osage river, and it was resolved, 
that some of the brethren should examine the 
country, select a site for the mission, and con- 
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fer Willi llie Indians. On August llie 2d, the 
family came to llie trading esublislinieni uf 
Mr. Cli'He,Hi, llie sub-agi-m, wlirmi ilii-y met 
at Si. Louis. A most dKligiiUiii, eleciiied 
cniiniry opened before timm ; liere they fnnnil. 
B few natives wlio manifesied pleasure, wben 
they learned wlio the iiiistilniiaries were, and 
became acquainted ivilb tbeir object. Tbe 
people generally, were absent upon llieir sum- 
mer bunt ; but the sujierinteiident immediately 
dispRlcbsd a messenger to acquaint them witb 
their arrival, and to request lliem to call a 
council as early as possible. Tbe brethren to 
whom the task of choosnig a siaiion was as- 
signed, retni'ned from their esaniinaiion of the 
bauks of tbe Little Os'ige, and it was ihon^bt 
best to gn up nearer tbe United Stales factory, 
and took out a place. 

At thill place, they met Mr. Williams, the 
appointed interpreter of tbe factory, and hav- 
ing fou-d a spot whicli conibjned many im- 
portant advantages, and having been informed 
that was the place selected for lliem by the 
chiefs, previous lo their arrival, they did not 
hesitate to commence operations, without 
waiting for the expected council, or the 
return of their messenger. When the cliiefs 
and people returned, and were met in coun- 
cil, they approved the choice of a station 
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made by the missionaries, and satisfied with 
the papers read to theni from the officers of 
the United States' government. The chiefs 
pointed out the tract of land to be appropri- 
ated to ihe use of ihe nnission, which was sup- 
posed to contain nearly fifteen thousand acres. 

The station is situated upon the north bank 
of a branch of the Osage river, called Marais 
des Cygnes^ one mile from the United Slates' 
factory, or trading house, and about fifteen or 
twenty miles from the place where the Osage 
villages then were. 

I must postpone any farther account this 
evening. Ever yours, 

Cornelia. 



LETTER VII. 

My dear cousin D , — The missionaries 

felt. very grateful, when they discovered a fine 
mill seat upon the tract of land assigned them, 
and plenty of good timber, lime-stone and 
^oal. With joy they left their floating habita- 
tions, and pitched iheir tents upon the spot, 
afterwards called Harmony, in which they 
lived until ihey erected cabins. The weather 
proved uncommonly wet ; heavy rains suc- 
ceeded each other, and the family were great 

6* 
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sufferers ; the ague and fever made such 
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a few w 



very meinbt 
of ilie family liad been more or less HffJicle 
by il. For iliree luonllis, iNere were seUlm 
more llian four or five grown persons able i 
atlend lo ordinary business. Dr. Belclie 
was numbered wilb iliose wbo were very ser 
ousjy sick. 

When ibe medicine chesls were opened, 
was found ihai lliere was not a large su|i|il 
of Peruvian bark, and il was ascerlained i 
an early period, that bark was llie only efiicE 
cinus remedy ; wbile ibat on hand lasted, 
was used wilh success in every instance ; bt 
after their store was exhausted, those person 
who had began lo recover, relapsed, and 
dreadful scene followed. The excellent Mn 
Montgomer)' had been sick of tliis diseas 
some lime, before the birlb of her child, an 
after thai ei-enl, she suddenly sunk down ini 
the arms of death ; the Infant survived but 
few hours, and both were laid in the sam 
grave. But she died the death of the righl 
eous, and !ier end was peace. Tlie aiissio 
felt this bereavement most sensihly ; but thei 
faitli did noi faint ; they cast themselves anet 
upon the mercy and faiilifulness of God, an 
fervently implored that this cliastisemenl migl 
be sanclitied to their increasing fidelity ar 
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usefiilaess among the heathen. Thetr tears 
had scarcely ceased lo Hniv over ihe reinnins 
of this beloved sister, before the ronoiain of 
grief VVH9 aeain opened by the deaih of one 
of tlie chitdien of ibe superintetideni, an in- 
fant of Mrs. Seeley, and one about the same 
age of Dr. and Mrs. Belcher; these deaths 
were soon fiillnwed by tlial of Mr. Seeley, 
who was atlHcked with h kind of pleurisy, 
which, with a violent cough, snon brought him 
lo Ihe grave. Thus, before the cloae of No- 
vember, less than four motilhs after the family 
landed, six of their number lay silent in the 
" narrow house." The Grst rabin was not in 
a habitable state, until the latter part of Octo- 
ber. But in these days of darkness and sor- 
row, this anffering family was not forgotten of 
their Heavenly Father — workmen, from the 
settlements below, came to their assistance^ 
and before the year ended, ihey had erected 
ten cabins, each sixteen feel square, with good 
6oors and cliimneys. A person bad been sent 
lo Franklin for a supply of Peruvian bark, 
which, with the blessing of God, soon restored 
the whole family to health. I mention Ihis 
circumstanbe, that you may lay in a good 
stock of Peruvian bark, if you should ever go 
on a mission to the south-western Indiaus, or 
migrate into the western slates, as I suppose 
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thousands of those who are now members of 
our Sabbatb schools will do. After rFie reslo- 
ratiOD of heahh in the family, the missionary 
improvemenis nnil (H'ppnratioiis were puahecB * 
forward vviih riiliEence and vl^or. 

A spacious kiiehen and liiiiin^-hall, a larger 
blacksmith's shop, and several oilier necessary 
buildings wpre compleitd In January. Early 
ID that month, a sclion! was opened for tlie J 
native children of boih sexes, and tatight by ' 
the Rev. Mr, Montgomery and Miss Confi- 
Stock. In a few days, fifieen were added lo 
ibe two with wlinm the school commenced ; 
one of the scholars was a youlh of eighteen 
or twenty, who had a wife, and a mother, 
whose united influence was exerled in vain, to 
withdraw him from the scliool. Sans-Nerf 
brought two of his grand-children, both lads, 
ooe about thirteen, the Other seven years of 
age. The eldest was heir apparent to the 
government of (lie Osage nation. 

White Hair was the reigning chief, at that 
time. About thirty years ago, a venerable 
chief of that name, with a considernhle num- 
ber of bis counsellors and warrior;!, visiled iha 
city of New York, and while (here, an ele- 
fanl Bible was presented lo hint hy the New 
York Missionary Sociey, which he preserved 
with great care, and set a Ijigh value upon it, 
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although It is probable that he died totally ig- 
noi'diJl of its contents; however, when he died, 
this Bible nnd his tomahawk were deposited 
with him in the grave. 

As winter approached, the weather was 
found to be extremely cold, the snow falling 
s^eral inches ; more than once the ther- 
mometer fell below zero ; at the same time, 
the journals of the mission record the fact, 
that in January, they ploughed a very exten- 
sive garden, and fields for corn, &c. 

Perhaps you will charge me with giving 
contradictory accounts, to tell of ploughing in 
January, after saying the thermometer fell 
below zero ; but, my dear cousins, both were 
true, — sometimes the weather was excessively 
cold, then suddenly followed by pleasant warm 
days. The garden and fields I have men- 
tioned, were frozen to the depth of twelve or 
fourteen inches ; but on the surface, so soft 
and dry, as to be ploughed with as much ease 
as at any other season, while the pleasant 
weather lasted, though perhaps the work would 
be stopped within three days,, by another hard 
freeze. 

It looks remarkable to us, that in that 
country, where more flannel is required' to 
keep people comfortable than in New Eng- 
iand, all the cattle and horses can subsist 
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prairie grass, wliich grows from sis to nir 
feet high, and makes travelling through it, : 
difficult and laborious, ns it would be to travet 
through a level snow ten or twelve inches , 
d^ep. 

Rememberme kindly to all inijiiiriiig friends. I 
Cornelia. 



LETTER VIH. 

My dear Cousins, — Ynu express a wish J 
know ihe exact situation of the O.sage counij 
The Osage Indians possessed bath sides 
the Neosiio or Grand river, from its mou' 
its source, until they sold it to t.i<: U J 
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States. You will find their country now, by- 
looking on your map west of the southern 
part of the State of Missouri ; according to a 
treaty made a few years ago, their lands ex- 
tended westward to the Mexican territory. 
So many changes have taken place with re- 
gard to the location of different tribes within 
a few years, it seems a difficult matter to 
ascertain the spot occupied by any one of 
them for only a short period. I think the 
missionaries journied about twenty-five hun- 
dred miles from New York. 

Governor Miller visited many parts of the 
Osage country in 18^0, and carried home 
many natural curiosities, which it would be 
very amusing to examine. Among other 
things he took a specimen of salt which he 
found upon a salt prairie, he said the ground 
was covered for many miles with a crust of 
pure, wliite cbrystalized salt to the depth of 
ibur and six inches, and that blocks of it can 
be taken off that wilt measure a foot square. 
If you attempt to go to this place from the 
" Post," you will find it thirteen hundred 
miles by the course of the river, but as I said 
before, not much over six hundred miles by 
land. A branch of the Arkansas passes 
through this priarie, and whenever it over- 
flow? |t? banks the wat^r of ih^ river becomes 
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too salt to drink. About a hundred and fiftj 
miles fmrn ihis place ihere is a rnnuiitiiin, tni 
of which issues a s|iring, iIip ivnttr oF whici 
is as hoi as iliat used by a butcher in diesvlii" 
swine. Till' gnveid'tr received ii [ircsent fi"fti 
the Indians of eisjbi horses, the skins of a loila 
hog and a badger. He obtained two frogs 
wild horns, and kept one of liiein alive mort 
than three weeks ; they laid more ihar 
twenty little white eggs about as Iar-;e as s 
bean, and then died. He carefully preservec 
them In spirits, to show them lo his friends 
by whom ihey were considered a gieat ctiri- 
osity. Andrew would be deligbled, if bt 
could secure them, to put in his cabinet o: 
curiosiiies. 

If you will excuse this long digression, I 
will hasten to inform you that the mission ai 
Harmony prospered in iheir religious and secu- 
lar concerns through the winter of 1831-32. 
They did not organize themselves into a regu- 
lar church until IMarcli, upon dial occasion, 
they celebrated liie dying love of the Lord 
Jesus, and it was owned of hiin for tbeii 
quickening and growth in grace. 

The unhappy war existing between tht 
Osages and Cherokees of the Arkansas, was 
a serious impediment to the operations of ihc 
mission schools, both at Harmony and Union 



Tet, as Union was nearest to tbe Cherokee 
settlement, that station was more affected by 
tbe war, tlian the one at Harmony. 

Soon after the joyful tidings were received 
that other missionaries had arrived among the 
Osages, tbe Re«(. Mr. Chapman, from Unioni 
roadetbem a friendly visit, hoping . in soma 
way ta obtain assistance in tbe acquisition of 
ibe native language, for they could not find 
an inter|Mreter able to aid them in imparting 
religious instruction. You can scarcely con* 
ceive the poverty of the Osage language, it 
being almost entirely destitute of wordis by 
wbicli to convey moral sentiments. HoweveVi 
with the assistance of Mr. WiiUams, interpre* 
ter for the United Slates «t their trading* 
house, in addition to other helps, Mr.nCbap* 
roan finished a dictionary, and the most diffi* 
cult parts of a grammar, before the ebse of 
tbe year. Tiie . dictionary contained' tbcNit 
two thousand words. 

Agreeably to the .wiabea of cousins Tatboi 
and ieroxBCi and tbe lads belonging* to your 
society, I will in my next give them a furtfaef 
account of tbe progress of the war. 

Ever yoursf CoRNBLiihr 
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LETTER IX. 



Dfor Jerome, — As you take so much 
pleasure in benring about wars, battles, and 
TJclories, I will nddress ihis warlike epistle lo 
you, hoping it will not increase your lasie for 
military prowess. You will recollect I bava 
slresdy mentioned some skitniisbes wliicli 
took place immediaiely after ibe arrival of 
tbe missionaries. At ibat lime the hope was 
cherisbed ibat n pence would soon be made, 
but tlie issue proved ibat liope n delnsii'e one. 
Ctamore proposed an armistice for three 
montlis, wliicli was accepted by the Cliero- 
kees, and tlie Osage chief with his party set 
off for a hunt. Soon after the departure of 
the Osages, a party of Cliemkees passed 
about fifteen miles above the Union mission, 
, and fell upon a man that bad been adopted 
by lite Osages, of rvliom tbey were very fond. 
His father was a Frenchman, atid his mother 
a Pawnee Indian. After murdering this un- 
offending ajid unsuspeciing man, and fright- 
eniite bis family into the woods, the victors 
carried off the poor man's scalp in triumph, 
went down in the village near Dwighl, in ibe 
ArkuDB^ country, and rent the air wilb iheir 
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women and children, bei: :: ;l l .■::.c:itr.-ri: 
itate, were nsurdered in \ut ::.0d: slj'^£,i.i:;^ 
manoer. 
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The poor Osages, in fleeing for their liv* 
lost their iKirses, skins, nneai, nnd rcsteli 
eat and conk in. They relumed home pa 
and dejected. The chief who had plncf 
his liiile children in the Union mission schtK 
came irembling, as he inquired wheih< 
the enemy liad destroyed or sj>ared their 
Wlien the liitio creatures appeared, healtl 
atid playful, iheir father tenderly kissed iher 
saying, " 1 am satisfied ; you are better ( 
than if yon had been witli the Osages 
When this man went ta his people and to 
them how happy his children were, and ha 
fast ihev were learning, Clamors sighed, at 
said, " I wish llie war was over, thai 1 mig 
send my children there also." Some of i\ 
Osage chiefs thought Major Bradford cou 
have restrained the Cherokees, and fell rath 
unfriendly towards ihal officer for a little tim 
but ihey were mistaken. Every thing ih 
was in the power of ilie Governor and Maji 
Bradford lo do, was done to prevent tti 
bloody warfare. 

After months of anxiefy and suspense i 
the part of the missionaries, another aitem 
lo make peace between ihe hostile natioi 
was made, and through ihe inieri-ention 
the national government a council of ll 
chiefs and warriors of both tribes was b< 
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«t the garrison. The discussions were con- 
tinued ten or twelve days, and terminated in 
an amicable adjustment of all difficulties, and 
it was hoped the foundation for a permanent 
peace was laid. The prisoners were to be 
restored to their respective people without 
injtn'y. Among the captives in possession of 
the Cherokees were Lydia Carter, the little 
Osage captive, and her brother, of whom I 
gave you an accotmt in one of our little meet- 
ings in the bower, last summer. 

The treaty was not very pleasing to the 
Osages ; but they were so worn down with 
the fatigue and losses they had sustained 
during the war, that they welcomed pe^ce, 
though it was not obtained upon quhe so easy 
terms as they wished. 

The school increased after the agitations 
occasioned by the war ceased, and Tally, an 
influential chief, brought his son, whom the 
missionaries named Philip MiPedoler. (a 
little more. than a week his mother visited 
him. She was expecting to accompany her 
hifsband upon a long hunt in a few days. 
She gave him good counsel, exhorting him to 
be obedient and contented. Her husband 
bad many misgivings about leaving him, on 
account of the ridicule tmd reproach his peo- 
ple cast upon him for suffering his son to bt 

7* 
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lirought up a " white man." A fin* boy cams 
wilh hini who wlf^lied to be left, and afier 
much liesliation, Tally cnncluded to go to 
tbe hunt, and leave both the boys Rt Eclion). 
At paning, he charged ilie missionaries not 
W make the bnys " half Osage, but to make 
tliejn white men wholly ; — to give llicin a full 
dress, — to lake off iljeir hum-pass {niocca- 
ains) and put on stockings and shoes." He 
said, " I want to see them dressed heTore I 
]eave you, so that I may not weep when I atn 
on my hunt." The bays were soon dressed 
in a complete £ni^lish suit, and presented to 
the delighted chief, who expressed entire satis- 
faction, and left them cheerful and happy. 

1 will close with desiring kind remem-' 
brance to all friends. Curi'I^i-ijl. 



LETTER X. 

^y dear Cousins, — Soon after the return 
of the chief Tally, from his hunt, he visited 
the mission family, having heard very un- 
favorable accounts of their treatment of his 
boys. After attending to a full explanation 
of the principles and plans of the mission am} 
school, be appeared satisfied, scicnowledgin^ 



tbat tbe mi^ionarics knew more tban be did* 
He intended to go home on the Subbttb, but 
when bis aon w«s apprised of it, he said to 
bira, ^*To-niorrow i$ the Sabbath, we are 
acarcely allowed to go out of doonsi and think 
you to ride home ?" Tally immediately con* 
eluded to remain till Alonday. Upon tbe 
Sabbath be seemed to feel some surprise and 
curiosity as be witnessed the exercises of tbe 
Sabbath school, which bad been attended by 
tbe hired men and children, from the com* 
mencement of tbe mission, as well as tbe 
native children, after they entered nbe schooL 
Great pains were taken on that day to give 
the chief some correct notions of the one 
living and true God, but his oiind seemed 
enveloped with thick darkness ; however, he, 
with many other natives, occasionally came 
to tbe mission house afterwairda, and listened 
to religious instruction. 

Things now began to assume a OM>re cbeerv 
ing aspect — tbe farm was in good order, 
almost a hundred teres enclosed, and exten* 
sive corn-6elds promised an abundant barveaC 
— <>the grist and saw mill was in ftiU opertr 
tioGH-«<a school-bouse and other buildings were 
completed, and they could count upon (beir 
plantation a hundred bead of cattle. 

Tbe loiaaianariea bad in a good degree 
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won the confidence of l!ie ctiiefs, wha pro-''' 
posed [o reinuve nearer lo (lie stmion, [hat 
lliey niiglit derive benefit from llie sclioo^ 
and receive some help Riid iii^lniciioii in a^ri- 
culliire. wh\n a busy lime it was, when 
they pulled down their linnses, and piled 
tiieiii upon iheir horses, some of wliieli tarried 
a house, (he children, and ail iJie furnilure 
at a load ! If Fanny says, " What a siory !" 
lell her she must -remember ihat 1 lold you. 
their houses were buili of poles, malting, and 
skins, and iheir furntiiire consisied of one or ' 
two ivooden bowls, as many horn spoons, and 
an iron poi or keitie. When they were set- 
tled they begged ihe missionary farmers to 
cotne and ploogh lliem a field. - Tliey readily 
complied, and took a four horse leam, and 
ploughed two or three acres. Even ihe king, 
White-Hair, was the first io the field with 
his rake, with whicii lie' removed ihe rubbish. 
His example of industry was of great value, 
as before ibe Indians felt it very degrading 
10 cidiivate the soil, thinking il was labor 
suiied only to ihe condition of slaves. Afier- ' 
wards the Indians took hold of work, and 
soon asked to be employed upon the mission 
farm. The cliange in the sentimeuLs of a 
few leading men respecting work had a happy ' 
efiect upoti (he boys in school, who previously. ^^ 



baii itiMlfested great reluctance to engage iif 
any kind of labor. One of the boysy a fiatf 
lad, soon became prbnd of his skill in work, 
and actually perforated more labor than some: 
of the hired men. To ua, ibeae iaers may 
not- look very important, but if we, in: tmagina-' 
tiom, places ouraetves in the circumstances of 
the missionaries) we shall find' them te^ Uave^ 
beeii of gi^t conisequence. 

In their most prosperous seasons^ e^ntas 
frequently occurred wbich< called up^ tbe most 
painful feelinga. f wiU mentfoli one of tw« 
facts by way of illustration* 

A party of IndiaYVs from the Jow^y triber 
came down upon the Odages tb plunder cattto 
and horsed,-- tbey were discovered, pursued, 
and overtaken,— -a battle ensued ^ some o» 
both sides vrere slain, tbe Osage^ recovered 
their stolen horses- and relumed in tri&mphi> 
What tliinkyou must have been tbe feelinga 
of tbe nHssionaries when they saw the people^ 
faf' wbo«» temporal akid eternal weliare tbey ^ 
bad sacrificed all the refinement, and most of 
the'endeiarments of social, civilized life, beav^ 
ing before them a leg, arm, ear, hand, or 
scalp of their enemies, aa trophies' of tbeip 
victory f I almost shudder as I describe 
these scenes of horror, and imagine I beai^ 
yoa exclaim, ** O couaid, do not t^l any more 
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Bi>ch bloody Bud cruel Glories." 
this letter «itll snniethin^ tii' 
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(lu'ilry, fimde 
; airioiii; liie 


goesls were Gen. Gaines, wiin 


viaiieti Bm- 



nerd willi Ills lady, and Pres. Monroe, Gen. 
Atkinson, and Col. Wool of the United States' 
army, and Col. Boi>n, and Col. Lo-an, 
ComniiseiorierH from the Legislature of Mis- 
souri, to seleri a pliice fur ilje perniHnetil seal 
of Tlie government. 1 [ireain»ie llicse visits 
were lo llje mission faniily seasons of peculiar 
refreshment and deliglit. 

In addition to all tliis, l!ie Rev. Mr. Ales- 
andert a missionary from Missouri, vi.sited 
tlieiTi, and was inslrumeiitHi of reviving tlieir 
almost fainting souls. Tlie oiissiouaries at 
Dwigiit, in ilie Arkansas Clierokee country, 
0»ei tlie missionaries amo'ig die Osages at 
« Union, and lield a ministerial meeting of sev- 
eral days. After this season of consultntion 
and prayer, llie missionaries returned in tlteir 
several posts, refreshed in soul, and stieni^ili- 
ened in body ; resuming their lahors for the 
salvation of the iieathen with strooger faith, 
and more heavenly zeal. 

AH these visiters were pleased with ibe 
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local situation and improvements of the sta- 
tion-, and the appearance and progress of the 
scholars. 

Ever yours, Cornelia. 



LETTER XI. 

Dear Delia^ — In this letter I shall attempt 
to relate some events that brou&^ht a dark 
clond over the mission for a time. The 
United States'^ factory, or trading house, had 
been established with a view to protect the 
poor Indian from the fraud and oppression of 
unprincipled white men, who usually hover 
around the borders of the Indian tribes in the 
character of traders, carrying with them intem- 
perance and pollution,'- Mt marking their 
whole course with desolation. These evils 
had in a good degree been prevented among 
the Osages, by the kind interference of the 
National Government, and why Congress 
should abolish the factory system, I do not 
know ; but the fact was, thai as soon as the 
restraints of that system were removed, the 
Osages were thronged with traders, who held 
out to them every inducement to remove sixty 
or seventy miles . from ibe roissipnary station 
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at Harmony, and tite elfeco of their auGceM 
were immediately fell in tliP schntil ; nmsl of 
tlie rainilies wlm follnwed ilie advice of ilw 
traders were unwilling to leave their cliildren 
in iliB school. Those scholars who were 
removed by parental aiiiliority, obeyed with 
reluctance. One little girl was bathed in tears, 
and after she had been carried some distance, 
intreated her mother to iei her go back for 
her books, saying, " 1 wish still to read, though 
I am not permitted to continue in school." 
Although many children left school, and a 
considerable number of the Osnges left that 
part of the country, other scholars applied for 
admission, and prosperity was again restored 
to the school, and the confidence of those 
natives who remained, continued unshaken. 

The anxiety of the missionaries to acqtiire 
the language, intjyced them to gO" repeatedly 
to the Indian villages, and remain for weeks, 
COoforiTiing entirely to ihe native mode of 
living, and the Rev. Mr. Pixley continued 
with them at one lime, several months, fol- 
lowed them to iho hunting ground, eating or 
fasting, according to the fortune of ihe chase. 
Sometimes the ladies accompanied their hus- 
bands to the Indian encampments lo learn the 
language, but lliey found the habits and man- 
oers of the people loore diBgusliiig, after they 
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saw tbem in their own lodges day after .day, 
ihan when they saw them occasionally at the 
mission bouse as visiters. How they could 
endure to see them devouring the entraib of 
m'M beasts, 1 do not know ; but they saw so 
many other customs, if possible more 6ltby, 
tbai 1 suppose they became, gradually, al- 
-mou insensible Jto some things, which greatly 
shocked their feelings at 6rst. They must 
bave felt strong desires to obtain the children, 
sfter they had tried the experiment, and found 
the little creatures which were placed under 
their care, so obedient and docile. It was 
Iruly surprising to see bow rapidly the little 
girls learned to read, write and sew; the 
kdies wbo instructed them, kept an account 
of the number of yards they sewed and bera* 
med, and the number of days they worked in 
the kitchen, and at the quarterly examinations 
these reports were read before the mission 
lamily, and any Osage company that happened 
to be present. It roust look very strange to 
you, that the Osages should refuse to give up 
their children to the roissionares who would 
feed and clothe, as well as school them for 
nothing,^ when the poor things were runniog 
wild in the cold winter weather^ with only a 
bit of an old tattered blanket tied about their 
necks, and many of them porfeetly oaksd .; • but 

8 
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tliey-were in tiller ignortince of the wonh of 
leai'iiitis:, and knew nniliing uf the comforls 
connRcied wiili civilizaiion, and ii sometimes 
seemeii lo llie missionaries, ihat lliey never 
woidd learn lo serve and obey God, or help 
themselves. 

. When ihe grisi-miil began to run, yoii would 
hiive laugher), cnuld you have seen the won- 
der of the Indians in view of the rapid iiioiioa 
of liie wheels ; one of liieiii exclaimed, with 
a niixiure of fear and asionishnienl, " Wah- 
ciin-dn-ka !" which signifies su|iernaliiral, or 
divine; one of ilie school-boys said, " ao, 
Mr. Austin made the mill, and the water turns 
il, therefore it is not divine." So ynu see, 
their thoughts can be directed into the right 
channel, and they are capable of being en- 
lightened if iliey could only be broiiglii under 
tlie means of grace and instrnctioji. < 

The mill was a great benefit to ihe natives 
as well as the mission, for before their toro- 
was g;rninid, the poor women were obliged to 
pound i" ; and afterwards they had to carry 
back-loads uf corn lo he ground, and to con- 
vey the meal home in the same way. But 
they are trained rip to drudgery fram infancy ; 
indeed, their whole lives are one course of 
servitude and debasement. 

To give you a specimen of the wickedness' 
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and cruelty of an Osage mnriier, 1 will tell 
you how one of them cast off a tender infant 
upon an open' prairie to die, soon after its 
birth. Mr. Chapman hearing of it, sent for 
it, and it was immediately brought to him ; 
thus by a singular providence, the life of this 
forsaken babe was preserved. 

What Christian parent or child, who hears 
of such heathenish cruelly, will cease to pray 
for the extension of Christ's kingdom over all 
pagan lands ? And can there be an individual 
in. our Sabbath schools, who does not desire 
to aid in furnishing every tribe of Indians in 
this country with Bibles, missiotiaries, teachers 
and schools ? I hope not, and rejoice that 
societies are daily forming among the meu)bers 
of Sabbath schools and Bible classes, to im- 
part the blessings of the gospel to the ignorant 
and destitute in this, and foreign countries. 

Affectionately yours, Corn£ua. 



LETTER XII. 

My dear Cou«m5,-— Although I have writ- 
ten you eleven letters about the mission to the 
Osages, yet 1 have only brought down its his- 
tory to the close of the year 1.822. At both 
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Stations the family observed reli^ousl^ ths 
first liuy nf JunuRry, 1823, and prayed most 
fervenily iliat lliey mii;lil see llie trutlis of lli6 
Bible produfifig greater effttts iipnn ilie schol- 
ara and ilie people, liian iliey had yet seen ; 
and before tlie montli closed tliey Imped a 
spirit of religinos inquiry had commenced 
among a few of ilie Indians, and in one or two 
inslances among the scholars. Prejudicea 
appeared to give way, and four boys and ona 
girl were added to the school at Union ; iwo 
of the boys were twins of nine years old, un- 
commonly promising. "A young chief named 
Moi-reh Per-slia, resolved to break away from 
native habits, and follow the example of whir* 
men. He came lo tlie missionaries and 
offered to work for them ; ihey employed 
him on llie farm, and gave liim half a dollar 2 
day. Six men and iwo boys soon made a 
similar application, and performed their work 
well. In March, the esiabiishment was sur- 
rounded with muliiiiides of Indians nn their 
way to a bear hunt, east of the Neosho or 
Grand river. Among tliem was Tally's son, 
who had left school some time prerioasly, 
promising in return soon. He went into the 
house, and showed thai he coidd read <|U(te 
as well as when he left school, bnt gave (i>en 
to uDderstantl that he thought it better to be a 
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hunter and warrior than a scholar. When 
they took up their line of march the next 
morniiis:, in single file, it was a. solemn si»;ht. 
The hunters led the way, . followed by the 
women and children ; the pack-horses brought 
up the rear. The procession extended two 
miles. On the great buffalo hunt, they 
march in two columns, from six to ten miles 

The mission family at Union, finding it in- 
convenient to accommodate so many Osage 
visiters as favored them with thiir company, 
built a comfortable lodge on their premises, 
in which the native women often staid long 
enough to learn to sew. The ladies of the 
mission took much pains with them, and it 
was a gratifying sight to see nine pntch-work 
bedquilts spread forth, which had been pieced 
together by Osage women and little girls. In 
April, Joseph Swiss, a Frenchman, with an 
Osage wife, brought their three little boys to 
school, named Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
The parents wished to be employed by the 
missionaries, and being industrious people and 
their help needful, they remained. About 
this time, the family were short of materials 
for making any kind of bread, and Mr. Chap- 
man went down to the Indian village and pur- 
chased nineteen bags of corn, which were 

8* 
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piled upon four faol-ses, which were put undef 

the care of Tally's wife. She led or drova 
the beasls lo Union, walking most of the way 
wiUi a cijild upon her back. When the poof 
woman arrived, she was almost exhausted 
with fatigue. After resting a day or two, she 
went home, leaving a liiile daughter at school 
about eight years old, who had followed her 
mother to the siaiion. The missionaries gav9 
her the name of Marjarel Milledoler. The 
same week, Moi-reh Per-sha placed his liiila 
boy, only six years old, at school, and he re- 
ceived the name of Matthew Nnyes. 

In ihe month of May, Clamore, with nearly 
two thousand of his people, called at Union 
on their hunting expedition. Their object 
was to request the missionaries to take care 
of their property, wliich they wished to leave 
with them during their absence. It would be 
natural ihal some of ihis company would do 
much mischief, hut Clamore preserved order, 
and restrained them from acts of violence. 
Some lime after the hunting pariy passed on, 
a liitle child, about fifteen months old, was 
found near llie mission, bearing marks of cruel 
usage. It was adopted by one of the young 
ladies of the mission, and called Theodocia, 
About this lime, there happened a toial eclipse 
of the moon, which greatly distressed and 
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tlarmed the natives, who said, '^ The moon is 
dead^^the moon is dead." Like other su** 
perstitious people, the Osages believe an 
IBjclipse to be ominous of evil. 

1 am not at all surprised at the inquiries 
^ade bj sonle of the large boys belonging to 
your society, and it gives me pleasure to be 
jable to answer them. You may say to them 
that the Indians do not eat all the game they 
take,<^that it is not Supposed they eat more 
than four-fifths of the deer they kill. The 
fikins ere of great value to them, and having 
secured these; the bodies are left for the 
wolves to devour, and it is much the same 
with the buffiilo; they are hunted for their 
tongues, and skins, of which they manufacture 
robes, and sell them to the fur traders. The 
tongues are esteemed a great luxury. If I 
should tell you how many thousands of these 
robes are made and sold in a year by the 
Osages, and other more distant tribes, }hiu 
would be astonished that there were any buf- 
faloes to be found within hundreds of miles. 

Some of their most skilful hunters will kill 
nearly a hundred deer in five or six weeks. 
If they do n^t become civilized before many 
years, the game will become so scarce that 
they must waste away in Che wildernessi and 
perish from want. 
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In my next I wil) give ynii a. sample of tho 
[rials 10 wliirli tlie missinnaiies were e\|)osecl, 
wl'en lliey ftillowcd llie Indians in llieir liunl- 
ing PXjiedirions, in the liope tjf iimre rapid 
advnnctJineDi in the knowledge of (lie lan- 
guage. Yours, CoBSELi*. 



LETTER XIII. 

Dear Delia, — Once when llie Indians were 
going one upon a bear hunt, ilie Kev. Mr. 
Pixley went uiili iliern. They siarieii from 
the Biaiion on Sninrday morning, in lUe midst 
of a slnnn of hail and rain. When the night 
ot-enniik lliem, their silualion in us would i 
have been friglufnl ; liie gronnd was covered 
with ice, and of course, it svas not a trifling 
labor to kindle a fire and prepare food. 
However, Mr. Pixley thought lie might have 
had a tolerable night, as lie had two blankets 
to lay upon, and one to spread over him lo 
keep ofT the hail and rain, if il had not been 
for the dngs, who, lo use his own words, " con- 
tended for their share of ilie fire ami lilaokets 
with a zeal not to be conirolled. Tliey wure 
continually walking over me, or lying upon me, 
and no whipping would drive ibem from iheir 
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purpose."' Nigbt after night hd pasjsed v^itb 
no other bed or shelter than his three blankets! 
afinrded iiim, and hi's food tmsaited meat^ 
boiled, without bread or vegetables, except 
every day or two they had a little boiled corn* 
Wlien they started in the naornmg, he knew 
not where be was going ; and while ther 
weatiief was tbe cold.e6t,4lke Indiaas were nof^ 
disposed to converse miieb^ and sometimes it 
seemed as if his laiior was: ahnosl lo5t ki' fol* 
lowing them. 

About a week after tltey started, Mr. Pix* 
ley said in biis letter, when speaking of the 
continuance of extrenoe cold weathef, '* Bu£ 
cold as it isiy tbe Indian boysi dive iolo the 
water like sO' many dijcks. We b^ve abuo?* 
dance of turkeys and deer, but shall move 
forward again this morning, noit having found 
any bears^ which is the great object of the 
bunt^" One night an Indian was suddenly' 
seized* with the cramp or a strong convulsion; 
fit;. ^ His wife Ifrughed heartily and said be^ 
bad got tbe wah-JeunndoIthay wae under the 
influence of tbe Spirit, or, a& some call it, be 
had got the power. His fists were clenched|. 
bis jnws set, and his arms and legs a& stiflf asi 
though they had been pieces of wood of the 
same size. Yet all they did w^s. to hold him 
ia bifl paroxyanis, lest he should injure bim- 
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self ; and to fire off a few giins to break the 
speH that was supposed lo be upon him." The 
next clay the man appeared in perfect heahh, 
and went lo the hunt in as good spirits as 
ever. In this expedition they wtinderec^ to 
the head waters of llie Illinois river, and iound 
the country poor and roughs wrtb line excep- 
tion of narrow strips bordering streams of 
water, and little wood, but stinted dwarf»-oak 
and yellow pine; ahoget4>eF unfit fov enhiva- 
tion. After Mr. Pixley had been^ absent frorr> 
his family several weeks, he s»aid he began- 1 o 
feel the want of bread and salty though: his 
health did not suffer, even from- the slig-laesc 
cold, during the expedition ; and hi& miiid> 
was kept in peace in the midsi o( his greatest 
privations. 

Jn a letter to his wife he said, ** If one poor 
missionary ever suffered, above alt others^ 
from fire wiihoui being burned, from pold; 
without being frozen, from smoke without be-^ 
ing suffocated, and from filth and dirt whho4iC 
being poisoned, 1 may be permitted, after the* 
experience of the last two days, to claim that 
distinction." The whole party were obliged 
to return home, having obtained but very few 
bears, which was a sad disappointment ; for 
even to Indians, dried buffalo and deer meat, 
without the fat of bear, is esteemed but dry 
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living. I think you would like to know in 
what nrianner the Indians preserve their meat 
to bring home from their huntins; groimd. 

The women cut the flesh of the animals to 
be preserved in strips, and plait them with 
bark in a kind of basket-work, and having let 
it hang upon poles over a slow fire till heated 
through, they lay it on the ground and stamp 
on it till |hey think it tender enough ; after 
which they keep it near the fire till it is well 
dried. 

While out with the Indians, Mr. Pixley 
imparted to them all the religious instruction 
his imperfect knowledge of the language 
would allow. One evening the chief, under 
whose particular guardianship he was, and 
whom he called his host, proposed a variety 
of questions to him, which it was painful to 
feel himself unable to answer as fully as he 
desired. I will send you a few of them. 
'^ What made the sun turn dark in the middle 
of the day f (alluding to the eclipse I men- 
tioned.) What makes white men so anxious 
to get money ? Why do the whites make the 
negroes slaves ? Who made men f How 
was the woman made f What land is beyond 
the American ? What beyond that .'^" &c. 

Do you not pity them, Delia ? I trust you 
do, and that all wbo enjoy the privileges of 
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Christian instruction at home or in the Sab* 
bath school, will learn more highly to valne rt, 
and feel more anxious to improve, 4ben»elves, 
and to practise greater seir-denialy <o possess 
the means of sending the blessing of gospel 
instruction to this far distant and dark-minded 
tribe, for having beard their sad state de* 
scribed. Does it e^em possible tiiat tivere 
can be found professing Christians, j^ho, after 
bearing of the wretchedness and misery of 
heathen Indians, can refrain from praying for 
their conversion, and giving liberally for the 
support of devoted missionaries, who cheer* 
fully endure the privations I have partially 
described, for the sake of their hearing the 
wonderful revelations of God in their own 
tongue ? Strange and cruel as it must appear,, 
yet if there were not some such in this coun- 
try, would the missionary cause languish as it 
DOW does, for want of funds to enlarge and 
prosecute the missions already established, in 
the best manner f I cannot bear the thought 
that some of the schools among the heathen 
Indians must be stopped, end the dear chil- 
dren wiio have begun to adopt the manners 
and habits of Christian society, should be 
allowed to wander back in the dark and 
crooked paths trod by their forefathers ; and 
yet I do oot see how it can be preveotedi tin- 
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less the teachers and pupils in our Sabbath 
schools, joined by their parents and Triends, 
rise up together, and unite their prayers, alms 
and influence, to support them* Almost every 
week, my heart has been cheered, of late, by 
bearing of one Sabbath school after another 
forming associations to send the gospel to the 
heathen — to purchase tracts for the destitute 
-»to benefit the long neglected mariner-— to 
suppress intemperance — to furnish Sabbath 
school libraries in the beautiful valley of the 
Mississippi — ^to enlighten and bless every fam- 
ily in the land with a copy of the Holy Bible, 
or to join in promoting some other work of 
mercy and love. Indeed, my dear cousins, I 
am sometimes inclined to believe, that the 
conversion of the whole world is far more in- 
timately connected with the Sabbath school 
system, than is generallv apprehended by the 
church. However Kme, in their own eyes, 
the teachers and scholars may look, yet in 
the sight of some of our wisest and best men, 
they appear like standard heetrers in the army 
of King Immanuel. 

That you and I, my beloved cousins, may 
prove ourselves worthy teachers and scholars 
in the Sabbath school, is the sincere prayer 
of your affectionate friend, 

GOENELIA. 

9 
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LETTER XIV. 



My dear Cousins, — I liave now presenled 
to ynur view the most prominent evenis coq- 
necied wiih llie Os^ge mission, till the Brst (>[ 
January, 1824. Tlie coinmimioii season that 
monlii was one to ha rememhereil at Uriioa, 
on account of receiving llieir Grst convert into 
the church. His name w;is George Douglas, 
a promising yoimg man, of good talents anif 
great iiifltience with his companions. He had 
been employed at the station a considerable 
time, and having given abundant evitience (if 
sincere attachment to the cause nf Christ, the 
family felt for him very strong affection. The 
health nf the family had been better i!ie past, 
than the preceding year, ahhou^h many of 
their number bad been laid upon beiJs of pain 
and langoishnient ; yet wiili tlje exception of 
one hireii man, all were preserved alive. It 
is not thought the repealed sicknesses of the 
missionaries were owing to the unhealihiuess of 
the country. It was supposed thai the change 
in their habits and diet was the occasion of a 
great part of it. Notwithstanding there had 
been many depredations comtniiied upon the 
Osaged by the hostile tribes in the neighbor- 
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hood, and private revenge occasionally taken, 
yet on the whole, rhe prospects of permanent 
peace seemt^d fairer tlian at any previous period 
in !he history of the mission. The command- 
ing officer at Fort Smith received instructions 
to remove the garrison to a place not more 
than half a day's ride from the Union station* 
At that time few things could have been more 
gratifying to the missionaries, as the design 
of the removal was to check the excesses of 
the Osages ^nd preserve order and peace 
between them and neighboring nations. 

I will mention other prominent events of 
this year, in as brief a manner as 1 can. Moi- 
reh Per-sha, and several othe> Indians, had 
given the missionaries such evidence of their 
capacity and willingness to labor, that it was 
thought desirable to form a native settlement 
as early as possible. After consultation with 
some of the most respectable Indians, they 
were desired to select a sp6t agreeable to 
themselves ; which they did immediately, 
choosing a site upon the opposite side of the 
river, about four miles from Union. The situ- 
ation was pleasant, and the soil a fine mellow 
loam ; in the vicinity were several salt licks, 
or springs. A field for each settler was 
measured ofT, back from the river, and a cabin 
erected in front of it, overlooking the stream. 
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Rev. Mr. Chapman, Mrs. Chapman, and Mr, 
William C. Reqiia, wtio liad married Miss 
Coms[ock, were appuiiiled to remove from 
Union, and seide wiih llie Indians al Hope- 
field, llie name given lo the new slalioii.— 
The building, pimtgliing, Stc. proceeded very 
proaperously. The interpreter, and Mr.MonN 
gomery, went to reside wliii Mr. Chapman 
for a lime, ihe better to pursue the study of 
tlie language. 

Mr. Montgomery labored several months, 
in translating sermons and prayers, into Osage, 
Willi the help of the interpreter, and then re- 
turned lo Harmony. 

Tlie Indians had a line crop al HnpeSeld, 
and in Angusi they loaded a canoe with melons 
and gieen com, carried them dokvn to the 
garrison, and sold ihcm at a fair price ; then 
returned highly gratified with their success, 
and when ihey showed their people the money 
they obtained for their produce, liiey hegaa 
lo feel less chagrin, when lauj;hed at by iheir 
wild brethren, for working like slaves. In 
bis journey, Paw-hunk-shaw, Ihe first Osage, 
probably, that ever went to market with ihe 
produce of a farm, met an old friend, named 
Black Fox, a Cherokee, who entreated him 
10 persevere in his agricultural pursuit;-— lo 
be sure ajid educate his children, and iak« 
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heed to the advice of the missionaries, for 
they were true friends to the Indians ; he 
then showed him the clothes he wore, telhng 
him they were spun and wove in his own 
house, and expressed the hope that f'aw* 
hunk-shaw's wife would sooa learn to make 
him clothes. To some people this might 
seem a very trifling incident, btk to the mis- 
sion family it was a subject for*devaut thanks- 
giving. In August, the native settlers suffered 
a good deal from sickness, and Dr. Falmsr 
had occasion to visit them often. He was 
successful in ^very case but one. The wife 
of Les-sa-mai*neh died, and was boned in a 
Christian manner. Her husband and relatives 
abstained froiu all the usual heathenish cus- 
toms, except painting her face ; they could 
not be persuaded to omit that, fearing it would 
never be known in the other world, to what par- 
ticular clan she belonged. They su fleered her 
to be laid in a coffin, and borne to the grave 
upon a bier, followed by all the people at the 
settlement in perfect order, and Hstened to 
the prayer and address at the grave, with ap- 
parent seriousnejss. - 

About a fortnight after this, the family at 
Union received a very friendly visit from 
several of the officers of the garrison, accom- 
panied by two lawyers belonging to the Ar- 

9* 
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kansas Territory, and several other gentlemenr ^ 
besides the Grovernment Agent. We cann(^r 
very readily enter into the joyrul feelings of 
the missionaries upon this occasion, but if we 
consider what a 6ckle, treaclierous, and bkx>d- 
thirsty tribe the Osagei are, We shall deaie to 
wonder at the gratttode felt and exprenwed 
when the Fort was removed to their neighbor- 
hood, the officers of which were kind, and 
some of them particularly friendly. 
, At one time there were hundreds of sol* 
diersy and other persons connected with thd 
garrison, without a chaplain to visit the sick, 
to attend funerals, or comfort the bereaved. 

I am astonished that the public can rest 
satisOed, while the whole military establish* 
ment of the country is destitute of the cus^ , 
tomary means of moral and religious instruc* 
tion. I think there will be a change in these 
things when our Congress is composed of 
men who are now scholars in the Sabbath 
school. You may smile, Talbot, but I expect 
to see the day when Congress will feel that 
the military and marine establishments, would 
be no more 6lled without chaplains, than with- 
out Commodores and Generals^ 

Love to uncle, aunt, and cousins, from 
your afiectiooate Corneua* 
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LETTER XV. 

Dear Delta^^^When the missionaries at 
Harmony wtmessed the happy results of the 
settlement at Hopefield^ they inquired into the 
personal feelings of some of the most friendly 
Indians in their country, and found d few mU 
ling to form a distant settlement, which^ 
after much delibel'aiion, was established on 
the Grand River, seventy miles southwest 
from Harmony, and called Neosho. The 
Rer. Mr. Pixley, with his ftmily, and Mr. 
Bright, went to assist the Indians in their first 
attempts at farming. Mr. Pixley left Har^ 
mony for Neosho, in September. The liouse 
of a trader was vacant at the time, so that the 
mission was at no expense in preparing a habi- 
tation for their missionary. The principal 
village of the Missouri, was in the lieighbor- 
hood of Neoslio. 

This station was ninety miles from Unioii ( 
you mjUl recollect I observed h was sev* 
enty from Harmony. September seemed 
fraught with interesting events to both tta^^ 
tions. A nephew, and one more distant re- 
lation of tbe chief, Tally, after having been 
removed and broogbt back to tbe 
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school several times, obtaineil the Gnal con- 
sent of their relaiiniis to leave their couniry 
anri friends, nnd jiurney to New Enelnnd lo 
finiih tlieir cducalion at llie Fiircisn^Mission 
School ai Cornwall, Conn. Tliese lads, named 
Stephen Van Rensselaer and Roberl Monroe, 
set out from Union accompanied by Mr. G. 
Douglas, (the first fniils of the mission,) oo 
the iwenly-lhird of September, after being 
commended to their henvenly proieclor with 
many prayers and tears. It was during this 
eventful month, thai ihe first movements were 
made towards forming something like civil 
government. Before the year closeiJ ihe plan 
was so far matured as to have appniiiied a 
Rational council, and a national ^mird, the 
former to legislate and decide, and the lat- 
ter to enforce obedience lo the ripcisions of 
the council. The cnnncil cnnmiued [hirleen 
ohiefB, the guard forty warriors. During the 
year ihe Rev. Mr. Dodge made luo visits to 
the Delaware tribe, wlio live in the north- 
western part of the Arkansas territory, and 
was received with much kindness and ''"s- 
pitaliiy by their highest cliief, who heard Mr. 
Dodge's proposals with great civility, hut de- 
clined engaging to receive schools and mis- 
siouaries al ihiil lime, on iiccount of the gen- 
eral absence of bis people u(jon a liunling 
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campaign. In his second visit, he found two 
or three females belonginf^ to the Stockbridge 
tribe, who gave evidence of piety ; they had 
formerly lived in the State of New York, and 
bad belonged to a mission church. After 
they wandered to' that distant land, they did 
not forsake tlie assembling of themselves to- 
gether, but every Sabbath day they have met 
with their children to read the Bible, pray, 
and sing together. The heart of the missionary 
was greatly moved when be was greeted by 
one of these poor women in the following 
manner. *^ Have you brought Christ with 
you f then pray with us and our families." 
In this journey Mr. Dodge met with many 
encouraging incidents, and obtained fotir boys « 
and two little girls for the mission school. 
Most of the tribe were again absent op it 
hunt, so that he could not fulfil all bis desires, 
but he returned clieered whb the hope tbal 
ere long he should be able to establish a 
branch of the mission anionj them with very 
little expense. The Rev. Mr. Vaill, also, 
made a number of interesting visits to differ- 
ent Indian villages, and some among white 
people, wlio were as ignorant of religion as 
the heathen. 

It is supposed there are as many as on« 
thousand Americani French, and Spaqisb 
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hunters in ihe lerrilory of Arkansas, who are 
as ignorant as the Indians of every thing con- 
nected with civilized life, their dress, man- 
ners, nnd custoniii being precisely like the 
naiifes. 

The year closed with aborrt twenty board- 
ing scholars at Union, besides the children 
belonging to ihe missionaries. The whoop- 
ing cough entered the family and school, and 
occasioned the deaih of several children, 
among them Theodocia, the poor lillle out- 
cast nrjihan. At Hnrmiiny (he sciioni con- 
tained nineteen white, and ibirly-six Indian 
children, 

I will close this letter with a short account 
of Mr. Dodge's journey home from the Dela- 
ware nation, willi his scholars. He set out 
for home on the ninth of November, with his 
six children, from six lo fnnrieeu years of 
age, some riding, and some running on foot. 
On the fonrih day tliey ate the last morsel of 
food and were mo»e than twenty miles frnm 
the station. The weather was cold and rainy, 
and tiieir progress very slow, as they had but 
two horses to carry eit:ht persons, and iill the 
hiiEgnge. When the night overtook them they 
pitched their tent, and lay down snpperless lo 
sleep. They rose early and pursued iherr 
way as fast as possible, for they had no hope 
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of finding anything to eat, till they reached 
Harmony; the rain fell fast, and all tlie little 
creeks were filling rapidly. In a few hours 
they came to places where it was difficult for 
the horses to move along, for the depth of 
mud and water ; through all these Mr. Dodge 
waded with the little ones in his. arms. 

At length they came to the Osage river, 
and found it as Mr. Dodge had feared, utterly- 
impassable ; it was almost dark, -and none of 
them had tasted any food after breakfast the 
day before ; however, they were obliged to 
encamp for the night in die best place they 
could fiiid. In the morning, one of the hale 
boys was so hungry that he could not help 
crying ; the cold had increased, and the snow 
was tlij;ee or four inches deep. Tiie largest 
boy, whose name vyas Calvin, said he was not 
afraid to swim over and ask the people to 
come down and help them;, so Mr. Dodge 
gave him leave, and he mounted one of the 
horses, and fearlessly plunged into the river 
.and soon reached the other side in safety ; 
he could speak some English, and made the 
family acquainted with the circumstances of 
their beloved minister, who fell surprised to 
see the missionaries hastening to his relief in 
so short a time. The children were put into 
a skiff, (a little boat) and the whole party 
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were shortly sented around a gnod fire, and 
hnd narm com fori able food set befnre them. 
When some children go home from school, 
they are rrclful and i[n[)at(ent if ihey do not 
fifid the dinner upon the table ; I hope those 
children ivlio hear you read this siory, will 
think how little cause they have ever had to 
complain of hunger or cold ; and hnw much 
reason lliey have for thankfulness to God, for 
having made ihem lo differ Iroin these poor 
hllle suffering crealnres. And is it unrea- 
sonable to expect that grown people will feel 
constrained to do more for ihe heathen In- 
dians, when tliey distinctly see how much 
so^ie s;ood ministers and private Christians 
are willing lo endure for the sake of guiding 
them to heaven ? Only think of the pleasant 
situation which the Rer. jVfr. Dodge, Mr. 
Vaill, and Mr. Pixley left, to go and preach 
Christ lo the dark-minded Osages. All set- 
tled in the ministry over kind and afleciionate 
societies in New England, and Mr. Mont- 
gomery, a promising candidate for an agreea- 
ble situation, and those yonng physicians, Dr. 
Palmer and Dr. Belcher, wiih talents and 
skill to make themselves conspicuous any 
where in culiiraled life, with all those young 
ladies, who at the call of duly turned away 
from the pleasant scenes and associates of 
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their native land, and looked towards the 
desolate wilderness with longing desires to 
carry the news of salvation to those who had 
never heard a Saviour's name. 

O my cousins, shall all these beloved mis- 
sionaries take their lives in their hands and 
go to the distant Gentiles, while we sit idle 
at home, enjoying Sabbaths and sanctuary 
privileges, till we become almost insensible 
to their value, and riot upon the bounties of 
Providence, forgetful of the sufferings and 
hardships of our missionary brethren and 
sisters, and the dreadful doom which awaits 
the impenitent Osages f O no ; we will be- 
gin this year with new resolutions to do more 
for the heathen than we have ever done in 
any fear before. That the Holy Spirit may 
enable us to keep our resolutions is the prayer 
of your affectionate Cornejlia. 



LETTER XVI. 

My dear Coimn^,-— I must commence my 
narrative of missionary events for the year 
1825, with n most melancholy topic, fbe 
Rev. Mr. Chapman's health had failed coo- 
siderably before the middle of Decembar* 

10 
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and he made a journey lo llTeosho, hoping 
ihe ride would prove beneficial ; but ihe 
wealher was slormy and his illness ralber in- 
creased, so ihnl w\w.n be rearhed Mr. Pix- 
ley's he was hardly able to sil up; afier ri'st- 
in^ a few days, finding himself sinking, be felt 
anxious to hRsten home, but K was with the 
utmost difficulty he performed thejnnrneyj 
his mind evidently began to wander, ami 
the evening he arrived at Hopefield he was 
scarcely able to stand alone. However, the 
next day be was so urgent to visit Union, 
that Mrs. Chapman accompanied him. He 
expressed mucb pleasure at meeting the fami- 
ly, — told them his head was very much dis- 
ordered, and he fell sick, and bad done his 
utmost lo come to be norsed. Sic. ■• 

His countenance betrayed his ilbwss, and 
Ihe derangemen't of his mind. Tuo days 
after, upon the Sabbath, lie attended the re- 
ligious exercises of the family, but could only 
read a little and pronounce a blessiog. In 
the eveniog he appeared to he c|uJ!e feeble, 
but sat up in his bed and conversed upon the 
concerns of the mission with much a|iparent 
interest. His friends were deeply anxious 
about the result of his sickness, and when all 
the brethren gaiiiered around bis bed for 
eveaing prayers, it wai acknowledged lo be 
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the most solernn season that had -ever been 
«X|)eiienred al Union, 

A&er this, he failed fascitis fever assuming 
the typhus forin^ a<ii(l his mind seldom clear ; 
yet, even in his wanderings, his thonglits 
evidently ran u|)Oh the kingdom of Christi 
and he see^ned stiJI anximis for its advance- 
menu He continued till ihe evening of the 
7th of January, wl)en he breathed his lastf 
and ii is fully believed received an abundant 
entrance into the world of bliss. The mis- 
sion bowed low under this painful bereave- 
ment, and with many tears consigned the 
remains of him whom they all loved to the 
silent tomb, with the assured hope of bis 
happy immortality. 

Tlfe^oss siiistained by the death of this 
iiiteliigeut and inde&tigable missionary, can 
sever be estimated ; he had persevered in his 
efforts to acquire a competent knowledge of 
the language of the natives, until bis labors 
were so nearly crowned with success that he 
could tell them of the wonders of redeeming 
love hi their own toiigue, and his little Osage 
flock at Hc>|)e6pld, had bet^im to list4^ii with 
sericNisness to tlie word of life. 

1h less than two weeks after the death of Mr. 
Chapman, the mission family at Union received 
% visit from Alei^andpr M'Nair, Esq. who bad 
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been governor of Missouri, ihe four preced- 
ing years, and had recently been appointed 
agent for a)] the Osage naiiiin. He was ac- 
comjjanied \>y Mr. Doiii:e and Mr, Jones, 
from Harmony, antl by several niher gentle- 
men belonging in that region of country. His 
object was rather an unjileasant one to the 
missionaries, iliat of the removal of ibe In- 
dians ; however, as the national gnvernrnent 
authorized the measure, ihey did not feel at 
liberty to do more than to offer their reasons 
fur thinking it wonid prove dutrimentnl to llie 
best interests of the Indians, and in a great 
degree throw obstructions in the way of mis- 
sionary 0)ierations. It appeared government 
Ihntight ihat by cDlIecling all the Iribe, and 
plajiting them iipun a small tract, (heir resi- 
dence would be more permanent, and one 
agent could overlook and manage them with 
less trouble, and be more successful in pre- 
Teuling ihem from doing mischief, than he 
could in their present scattered condition. 
The spot chosen for their location was half 
way between Union and Harmony, which 
would bring il near the branch of the mission 
established at Neosho by Mr. Pixley and his 
assistant. Rev. Mr. VaiJI and Dr. Palmer, 
went down to the garrison with the brtlhrea 
from Harmony, to attend ihe great council. 
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A1m()St all the chiefs in the nation assembled 
«nd heard i\\e overtures niad« them, in be- 
half of the United Stales. 

It ca-used these Indi^an rulers much de- 
liberation and debate, but before the council 
bixyke up they agreed to move, on condition 
they miifht plant corn once more upon the 
fiekls tliey at that time occupied. This was 
readily complied with, and at the close of the 
meeting the agent stated to the Indians the 
wishes of the government respecting their 
availing themselves of the advantages of edu- 
catkMi offered to them by the missionaries, 
whose views he also gave more clearly than 
had ever been made before, and urged upon 
them the duty and importance of acquiring 
learning, and a knowledge of the arts of 
civilized life. 

When the party returned from the council, 
the greater part of the chiefs, as well as the 
missionaries and officers of government, visited 
Hopefield. It was gratifying to see all the 
settlers come out in a company to welcome 
the Governor, saying, " fVe are all white 
men ;^^ meaning they had adopted the cus- 
toms of white men. They told him how 
much the Osages had ridiculed them for 
abandoning the chase, and using the pluugby 
but said they had "closed up their eari 

10* 



tied iit/iles loves. 

i left Hi>|)e(it;ld surprised and I 

tlie iiti prove Ml i;nts made by s I 

Illy disengaged from war and 1 
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against a1] their hard speeches." The Gov- 
ernor encouraged them In persevere, and 
promised to give each of ihem an axe, sajing 
10 ihem, " Suck are the men wham the Presi- 
dent of the United St/ites loves 

The ' ■ ■ 

delighted with the i 
people so recenl' 

bunting. Mr. Vnill used to go and preach 
at Hopefield every Sabbaih, and Mr. Keqna 
imparted reUgions instruction as he iiad op- 
portunity at other times, until it iras the 
unanimous opinion of the missionaries at Union 
and Harmony, that if it would meet liie feel- 
ings of the Indians to have Mr. Montgomery 
go and live with tiiem as Mr. Chapman had 
done, it was his duty lo establish himself 
among them. When it was proposed, they 
ieemed pleased, and said, " We will have 
him come." Accordingly Mr, Montgomery 
look up his residence there. 

After the spring opened, Mr. Vaill visited 
several of the Indian villages, and preached 
to as many as were willing to attend upon his 
instruction. He was requested to preach at 
Fori Gibson, the garrison, and during the 
summer, he was enabled to fuldl tvvo appoint- 
meDis, and was gratified to whness such de- 
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eoruRi and seriousness among the soldiers, 
two hundred and Gfty in numfair. 

The stated examinations of the schools this 
year, ivere unusually interesting, and all things 
considered, the concerns of the mission pros- 
pered. Clamore went down to St. Louis 
and disposed of his country to the govern- 
ment of the United States, and nothing oc- 
curred to produce general agitation, till it be- 
gan to be rumored a war between the OsageSf 
Cherokees, Delawares, &c. was approach- 
mg ; but I must defer all farther accounts to 
another opportunity. 

Affectionately yours, Cornblu. 



LETTER XVir. 

Dear Delias — During the summer, the 
friends of missions in various sections of the 
United States expressed a wish to have the 
United Foreign Missionary Society united 
with the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions. A committee of judi- 
cious men was appointed to investigate the 
Buhject, who were of opinion that a union 
would promote the cause of missions gene- 
rally ; and at the anniversary meeting of the 
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lailer body, in 1826, i!ie proper officers of 
ibe United Foreign Missinnary Socieiy, snr- 
renilered all ilie (uiK^i and niissiniiHry siiirniiis 
under ils palionRge inlo ilie linntls of ilie 
Aiiieiican Bnnrd. Tlie wliole ininsfer ap- 
peBred to be made in a iroly Clirisiiari spirit. 

Afier liie iwo socieiiea were blended lo- 
peilier, tbose missionaries connecied witb ilie 
Biaitnns in ibe Osage iribe, were left ai liberly 
to ren)ain in ihe situatinns lliey m llial time 
6lled, or In retire rnim llieir field nf liibor. 
The greater part of [Item remained at their 
posts, cnnlinuiiig to lubnr wiib cnnlenlment 
and hope, till it was ihoiiglit best by the 
Bnard fur Mr. Viiilt lo visit (be eastern Siiiies, 
witii a view to make ibe Cliiisiian public bel- 
ter acqiiainieit u'iib the true stale of the In- 
dians, and by attending missionary anniversa- 
ries and oiber public meetings, endeavor to . 
excite a deeper sympathy and more liberal 
cbartlies in their beliatf. 

Before Mr. Vaill's departure, Ihe rumor of 
approacbiiis war, was clian^etl for a report 
that the Cherokees had almost completed 
iheir prejiaraiions for a I'urinns attack of the 
Osages, whose minds were filled iviih fear 
and consternation. Their terror and dismay 
increased from ibe hour the superinieiideni 
left the mission. In a few days the rusiliiig 
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of a leaf or the motion of a shadow would 
affright them. Twice, (he settlers at Hope- 
field fled ; once on the approach of two white 
men, and another at the sudden nppenrnnre 
of a couple of deserters from the fort. '^J'he 
officers at the garrison aided the niisHionnrtes 
in their endeavors to quiet their unneccssiiry 
fears, and to persuade them to return and 
attend (o their agricuhural and doinnstic con* 
cerns ; but for a long tiniei all their efTorti 
were vain. 

I suppose jou will feel surprised nt the ap- 
proach of war so soon after a trffafy of ym(if§ 
had been ratified, hut you niuHl rounuUrr ihut 
the Osa^es do not rousid^r ir<*aff«?i« ^r{r«*d, 
like civilized nations. Soon aft^'r a rr^»fy 
had been sipied, n few yf:tit% imrt'f n i/U**tft* 
kee had been murdercid by fitt ihn^f^ wUiiit 
bunting upon his own (ground, fttt*\ i\$*i twit* 
derer bad ncvr;r be«;n j^ivfrn «ip. ^VUt*. i%ff^ 
kees threatened ft:y(:%itH m ib«r fim^T^ hui i^^m 
restrained by t^f.uH fA our t*ty^.fiim^ui u\\ 
about the tim« thsil Mr. V«ii;l '^^-ux Uf H^tw 
York, arcompaniird by Mrs. fAt^iiwr^ti mA 
her cliildren. TtM*n a fi^ttft.A ¥m% tuU^ii uu4 
attended prin^'iptly by y*^m u*^*u ^'^' ^-'^ 
reMle«, and ^j^ui^-A U*t %u 'vj^''' *''"*'/ *^' '''** 
tiogiiish ihHmvi\^t% afid ^t^ui; U$*oig Mrv^^^^^^ 

Tbej duditd upon mntf tutd im /U(§m4 
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tlieir preparations fnr a blooily expeiJriinn, 
The principal Clierokee cliiefs knew nmliing 
of liie ciiiiMcil lill [lie young iVcirririra liitd set 
n<ii, and iloulnli'ss llii;y uould have Inid iva&te 
ihc! OsHge cdnniry, Imd noi Col. Waller 
Wfbber, nnd Capt. Pryor, a friend of Lis, 
heard ufihi'ir iiiuveinents, follnwed afier and 
overtaken ilieni. After niiu'li persiiHsion, lliey 
abandoned their cruel piirp'ise ; and when 
tliey liiid taken time for reflemimi, they ex- 
presspfl nmcli graliinde to Col. Webber and 
Capl. Pryor, for reslraining lliem from imbru- 
ing ilieir liHiids in llie bluod of their delence- 
Jesa nei^hb'irs. 

Tliruiigli the influence of these men, the 
warriors even sent a wrillen talk and tobacco 
10 the Osages by Capi. Pryor, as a mken of 
j>eace. At the lime of this meditated aiiack, 
the selilers at Hopefiehl had nearly sur- 
roimded the sialion at Union ; indeed lbs 
yard was fnll of thetn. The enemy lind 
nearly readied ihe mission, (vhen they were 
overiiiken by Col. Webber. ! abnoM shmlder 
10 think of the .-cene of cunfusion and curnane 
which the missionaries nnisl have wilnessed 
in a few hours, liad nol Providence so sig- ■ 
nally interposed. 

The poor O^agps had scarcely recovered 
from iheir panic occasioned by ihe Cherokees, 
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before they were struck with tenfold horror, 
from hearing that the Delaware and Pianka- 
shaw Indians were about to destroy ilieni 
ahogeiher. In thi? case their fears were not 
groundless ; for here and there were to be 
seen stragglers from those vengeful iribes^ 
who in cold blood had murdered several un- 
arm*^ Osages who happened to fall in their 
way. One of the murdered was a hnimless 
blind man, the father of one of the children ia 
the mission scIukiI. Some kind hand had led 
him into a neighboring yard, where he had 
quietly seated him*^lf, no doubt feeling he 
wad in comparative safely. In this sitfiation, 
one of the enemy drew near and shot him 
dead. Many otiiers shared a similar fate. 
Sometimes the people at Hopefield would be 
so overcome with terror, that they would run 
to Union, rush into the mission houses and ' 
push their way up stairs, and crawl under the 
beds, to secrete themselves from the cruel 
enemy, who were watching for their lives in 
every direction. 

Col. Arbuckle, of the garrison, sent an 
embassy to the Dela wares, hoping to appease 
their wrath, and whh so much success, that 
the chiefs promised to keep quiet till the 
Osages could convene a great council. 

As no confidence could be placed in the 



124 LETTERS OH THE 

promises of ibose savage tribes, Col. Arbuckle 
arivisod llie missionaries to beware of having 
llieir houses siirrdumied wiili Osages, for h^ 
really feared the Dehiwares mi^lu fall u|inn 
them and destroy ail within their reach. He 
also advised the settlers at Hopefield, and all 
liie Indians in that vieinily to depart for a 
time, for he fully expected llie Dela wares 
aimed at their utler destruction. This was 
in the season of the year most imporianl to 
the farmer, as the corn and other produce 
needed hoeing and tending; but their lives 
were at slake, and no lime coold be lost in 
prepaYairnris to leave. They repaired in Iraste 
to the town over which Clamore presided, 
and finding that chief with his people ready 
to set off irpon a summer's hunt, lliey con- 
cluded lo keep them company. Many of the 
parents look their children from the mission 
school, nni withstanding the nssnrnnces of Gen. 
Clark, superioieiident of Indian affairs, and 
the missionaries, ibal Ihey should he proiecicd. 
In my next, you will hear of more Indian 
calamities. Adieu, Corn ulij.. 

Wiiile Cornelia was folding her letter, Wil- 
liam Ellon, a lad for whom Jerotne Claiborne 
cherished a warm auachment, called to in- 
quire after him and Delia. Seeing the letters 
upon the table, he asked if Jerome wroli^ 
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them. Cornelia explained to him the method 
she had adopted, ever after they went home, 
of writing them missionary leiters to l)c read 
in their society meetings. William npiinnrod 
highly pleased, and wished tlint (/oniclia 
would allow her letters to he hmkI in iheir 
meetings, before she sent I hem to her ronsinn. 
She gave him leave to write to tlic^m, and re- 
quest the loan of them for that piirpoM!, whirh 
encouraged William to ask her to rrnd thono 
lying on the table, ready to be Kf!nl \hf, uv.%i 
mail. After she had graiitrd Imh rri\ii*'^\, h«! vX" 
pressed his surprise by saying, ** I utivt'.r iM-ard 
till now that a misHion bad fvitr b<'«?ri c»«Trii lo 
the Osage Indians. Wbi-re do ibfy liv*- f" 

Cornelia. Thtty foim<!ily r<r«ii/b:d io lh«i 
western part of thf; Stale of Mi4«-.'i(iri unt\ *,{ 
the Arkansas territory, and iIm? 'ooufiy ut\y,nf 
ing on the west. A f'rw yi:iir>, iiui^,**. iht^y w^hj 
all their territory exnrpt a tra/'f hUy u$tUf^ 
wide, extendinf^ from tli<; v;<it|)'^«^tf«-H^ l/nil 
of the State of .\li«»v»iiri ut ib«f Mi««iMf y ot iUt9 
Pawnees, another htt\'r4u UtUHf on ih^r ii'^fML^ 
near the Rocky rtK>iini«io%. 

William. Will tb« thim'Hi \f^ f\¥^H M|# 
when the Indians rt:itiovii f 

Cornelia. 7'bat wae ibou^tit u, ha tt AttH- 
cult question w M:ttk in n vi'-ty to thtnh f^ll 
who felt ioterested in th«: uiMif^t, i/iH^ 

11 
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was a most eligible simaiinti for an Indian 
boardrrig-sflirinl. It had cosi liie sncieiy, un- 
der vvlin^e pRironage il liaH been eslublislied, 
a great denl of nioiiey.; nnd willi llie sincK, 
farming utensils and runiilure, wrs siipjuisi-d 
to be ivortli tweniy ihnusand dollars. After 
it was |)iii iMider the diieciion of the Ameri- 
can Board, a sufficient number of die mis- 
sionaries wished \o remain, lo conduct such a 
school ; and as the prospect was, iliat many 
of the sclmlars would stay after llieir parents' 
removal, anil that the Cheroliees would occu- 
py the lands left by the Osages, il coitld 
hardly be doubted but what there would 
always be as many Indian pnjjils as the tnis- 
sionaries would have funds lo educate. It 
was therefore continued. 

WUliam. Miss Pelham, I ihrmglit all In- 
dians were bold and fearless, but in your let- 
ter it told of llieir hiding under beds, and 
other places. 

Cornelia. Their frames of mind are very 
unequal. One hour thi^y will quake with 
fear, and perhaps the next fight with great 
conraa;e and bravery. They have been known 
lo submit to ihe keenest sufferings, with the 
most stoical iiuiiflerence ; yet, they often 
show as great dread of being hurt as any 
people in the world. 
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William. Do the Osages resemble the 
Choctaws, of whom you and Miss McEllroy 
told (IS so many things ai our missionary 
meetings ? 

Cornelia. The Osages are much more 
savage and unfraciable, more inconstant and 
ungrateful. Being so much farther removed 
from the abodes of civilized life than any 
other tribe to whom missionaries have been 
sent in this country, it could not be expected 
they would be so well prepared for the recep- 
tion of the. gospel, and the arts of hfe, as the 
Cherokee^ and Choctaws, who had made 
some advances towards civilization before the 
American Board established I he missions now 
in operation within their borders. The Osa- 
ges had seen few white men, they knew 
nothing about schools or religion^ they felt the 
most sovereign contempt for labor, and con- 
sidered war and hunting the only honorable 
employments for men. In their hunting ex- 
peditions, they often meet the Pawnees, and 
other tribes, pursuing the same game, and 
their encoimiers are frequently very cruel and 
bloody. 

fVUliam. The women are not so weU off 
as the Choctaw women, are they } 

Cornelia, No, iheir condition is far more 
degraded ; their husbands make theoi do all 
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the drudgery at home and aliroad. Tliey 
have all the skins of the animals taken in 
hunting to dress, all ihe corn 10 |)lanl, and 
houses to build, besides drngt^iri"; hnine iijion 
their backs all the wo"d iliey fjiirn, and car- 
rying from place to |ilnce ull the family bag- 
gage. Indeed these iiiiseiiible wnmen ^nd no 
resting place, from ihe day of their marriage, 
till lliey lie down in the grave. 

William. What du ihe men do ? 

Cornelia. Tiiey lonnje about Irnm cabin 
to cabin, smoking, £:anihlin°, telling stories, 
and Hlceping, when disejigsged from liiiniing 
and war. 

William. Some heathen men have three 
or four wives ; do the Osages ? 

Cornelia. Yes, ihey are allowed to have 
two, but many of ihem liave a large number. 
If a man marries the eldest daiie;hii;r, she is 
called Me wife; bitl all the daugl'riers of itie 
same mnther, become liis wives as a matter 
of course. 

William. Do thej- have as many wed- 
dings as wives, Miss Pelbam ? 

Cornelia. No; bin wiieo a man marries' 
the wife, a great parade is made, of feasting, 
forming processions, di.s)>layiiig colors of the 
United Slates, with a variety of other ccreino- 
ntes suited to their savage state. 
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William. How HifTei'ent the circumstanoes 
of women in this country ! 

Cornelia. And all otl^er Christian countries. 
Did vou know that women were indebted to 

m 

the gospel ^xitirely, for all the difference in 
tlieir ciri-ii instances, and those of the heathen? 

William^ Yes, Miss Pelharn, my mother 
says it is the influence of the Bible upon 
people, that makes any better iliao heathens. 

Do the Osage Indinns howl and lament over- 
their sick and dying friends in the same man- 
ner those tribes did of which ycfu and Miss 
McElroy told us, wiien Jerome and Delia 
were here i 

Cornelia. Yes, I think yon would be 
more terrified if you were alone- near the 
dwelling of a dying Osage, than if you were 
near that of a Choctaw; for they cry and howl 
most dolefully, they wring their ha nd^, tear 
their hair, and beat their breasts with such 
fury you would think their breath would be 
stopped, and this is continued till the person 
dit^s ; then the noise subsides till the conjurer 
has performed the operation of painting the 
face of the corpse, in a way to dcbignatd the 
particular clan to which he belongs. When 
this is completed, the mourners resume their 
lamentations, and in the most doleful and 
clamorous strains, express their grief until 
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they are quite exhausted ; then ihey retire, 
and a fresli set of ronuniers Inke their places, 
and the mourning is continued till ihe body 
is wrapped in a bufHiln skin, stretched upon 
the ground, and coveied with sinni;:: and earth 
(o a considerable lieigiit, A fallier has been 
known to sit days by the mound of earth that 
is reared around die body of his son, without 
tasting one morsel of food, occasionally crying 
out, "My son, you make me unhappy — you 
are not wiih me — 1 must hunt and go to the 
war ainne." Sameiiines he speaks lo his 
god, and says, "My god, ])iiy nie, iny son is 
gone, I am poor, lielp me lo go to war, and 
secure llie scalps of my entmies, that I may 
feast my heart and be glad a^ain." 

fVilliam. If thi'y are heathen, iiow do 
they know about find ? 

Cornelia. Tliey know nothing about the 
Christian's God, except what ilie missionaries 
have langht ihem ; iliis heathen fnllier was . 
not praying to Jehovah, hnl lo some of liis 
imaginary gods. The most horrid t^loom 
settles (iown upon tlie graves of all the 
lieaihen, concealing all Leyond, from iheir 
anxious gaze. 

fVitliam. Do none of them suppose there 
is an hereafter? 

Cornelia. Their conjectures about futurity 



08AQE MISSION. |81 

have kd some to act upon the belief that 
there is a future state of existence, and ttmt 
their wants and desires will correspond with 
those of the present life ; theriefore, wlieii a 
distinguished warrior dies, his favorite horse 
18 shot by the side of his place of burial, a 
dish of the food he most relished when alivei 
the bow, arrow, and tomahawk, which he 
used, are placed by the side of the fallen 
hero, before the mound of earth is raised over 
his remains. 

William. They are very ignorant. . 

Cornelia. They are, indeed. When th« 
missionaries first talked to thena about the 
true God, they said, " Who is he ? Where 
IS he f Show him to me. Is he like my 
shadow ? Is he like my breath ? Is be like 
the wind ? What is he like ?" 

William. I have felt just like the lodiansi 
and used to ask my mother almost the fams 
questions. 

Cornelia. What did she tell you ? 

William. She used to shake her bead and 
say, '* William, you should not ask such ques* 
lions ; it is wrong." When I was quite snialli 
I longed to know about God, and sometimes 
I cried and could not sleep, because i could 
not find out who he was, nor where he was. 
I asked a great maDy questions, aad felt 
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grieved and vexed ibat nobody would answer 
ihein. 

ComeJin. Have you found out who God 
is now, William ? 

William. I know more abotit liiin llian I 
once did ; my moilier loves God now, and 
likes to talk abonr liiin. 

Cornelia. How does she answer ihose 
qnestiiins, now she loves God ,'' 

Willinm. I do not ask ilmse qtieslions 
now, b<it my lillte sisier does, and she lells 
her lliai God is a Sfiirit, every where |iresent, 
tvatcliing all we do, hearing all we say, and 
knoiviiig all our iliouglirs. 

Cornelia. When your liille sisier says she 
cannol see God, what does ynin' rnoiher say ? 

William. Kllensaid yesterday, " Mother, 
can yon see God ?" Mother replit'd, " EIIpo, 
can you see the wind ?" Sisier said, " No 
mother, but I can feel ii, and do look, bow it 
shakes the rose bushes and tall trees." Mother 
told us we could feel the presence of God 
more powerfully llian the wind, if we kept 
hitn in our ilioiighis. She said to us, you 
may see him in iliose beauiifnl blue moun- 
tains ihMt skirt the li(iri_zon, and those floating 
clouds, fringed with gold ; yon may see him 
in the sun, moon, antl stars, and ei'ery tiling 
you see shows Ills goodness, wisdom, and 
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power. She talks to us about God, and 
heaven, and bell, and Christ, and salvation, 
every day. 1 wish the Osages could hear 
her. 

Cornelia. They hear about the. same things 
from the rnissionuries, but they were slow to 
learn his commandments, and very ^unwilling 
to obey them, preferring their own gods, to 
the ^^ one living and true God." 

William. Who are their gods ? 

Cornelia. They worsl)ip in their way, the 
sun, moon, earth, (hnnder, and many ether 
ihings. Their tirtiefor prayer, is from day- 
break to stKi-rise ; hundreds' wander about 
perhaps in the same field, all praying aloud 
at the same moment. Mr. Vail! saw an old 
chief ''stand and pray, first to the east, then 
to the west, then to the north, and then to the 
south, as though God was in one direction or 
the other." , 

William. What do they pray for ? 

Cornelia. For whatever they want ; but 
commonly when they sit down to smoke, '' the 
first whiff is offered to their particular god," 
and then follows the prayer, '* Tobacco, to- 
bacco, J smoke to thee, god ; give me a good 
path, make me a good warrior." Though 
they offer ^prayers to numerous divinities, yet 
they .are jkh ashamed to declare, they hate 
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them ; anfl sny, god is nf n bad temper ; they 
would shoot him if ihey could see hitn."^ 
Tliej- evince a desire to secme lielp frnm 
their goiis, and express a wish lo plcnse them ^ 
supposing ihai liie gods feel a peciiiiar com- 
placency in (he lears of men, lliey dauh iheir 
faces H'ilii iimd, and weep so jMofusely ihat 
the lears wasli channels througli ilie dirt, to 
rerider iheir tean more cons-picuous to the- 
god. 

William. 1 do rot like ihe Osagfs, half 
as well as I do ilx- Cherokees. 

Cornelia. I biflifve no person does, for 
none liut sirangers pmise ijieni ; llieir kind- 
ness to siraiifiers makes iliem very inieresiing, 
Tbe moment ilie arrival of a siran^er is tm* 
nounced, a feast is prepared ;■ perhaps a dozen 
individuals prepare one wiiliin an hour after- 
be eniers one of ilieir villaf;es. 

mUiam. Whiit kind of ft-ast can ibey 
prepare in one hour? 

Cornelin. If you should be inviier! in 
twenty Osaae feasis, you would fiiiit only on& 
disb al a r.-.i51, whicli wn.ild pr.^bal.ly be a 
preparaliim of corn. Iieans, pens, or pumpkins, 
served in a large wooden bowl, wiili a lior» 
spoon, (jiiiie as large as your inouih. 

Noiwitbalanding all the alteniiuns paid to 
strangers by tbe Osages, it is a melancholy 
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fact, that they will neglect their aged, infirm 
or sick parents, and leave them alone to 
perish, for the want of tender care and suitable 
nourishment. 

William, I think we shall all like to hear 
about the Osage Indians as well as we did 
about the Choctaws, and it seems their igno- 
rance and wretchedness calls loudly for relief. 
I do hope we shall be able to raise some money 
for their beifefit. i wil] go home and write 
requesting your cousins to send, us their letters 
as soon as they have read them iu their 
society. 

Soon after William departed, Cornelia be- 
gan writing another letter. 



LETTER XVIII. 

My dear Covsins, — In addition to all the 
trials brought upon the mission by the wari 
and Rhhi of the Indians, the family were 
sorely afflicted with sickness; at first the pre- 
vailing disease was an influenza, which was 
so severe that all who were attacked, were 
obliged to suspend all labor, and most of them 
were confined to their beds. A violent in- 
termittent and dysentery, followed hard upon 
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the infliienza, prosirating almost every mem- 
ber of tlie ramily and scliool ; even parents 
of ihe scliolars, who came lo llie slalion for, 
medical advice, grew so much worse aa lo be 
compelleLl (o rem;iin, tlms adding lo the cares 
and labors of those who had begirn Ki recover. 
Dr. Palmer was bmuglit very low, but ibroiigli 
mercy was so far restored before ibe others 
became dangerous, as to be enabled lo pre- 
scribe for them. Mrs. Reqna, a lovely woman, 
and most valuable hel]>er in the mission, died. 
She was ihe only adul( that fell a viciiin ^ 
but several children, among whom was ihe 
youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Vaill, 
were carried off by these dlsiempers. 

The Indians relurired from their hunt, and 
engaged in their labor with much spirit and 
courage; the enemy had dis3p|jeared,and their 
prospects were brightening, lill the weather be- 
came very hoi, llien the prairiejlies, an in- 
sect of a greenish color, ahom the size of a 
honey bee, came upon ihem in snch devour- 
jnt; swarms, as strongly to remind the mission 
family of the plagues of Egypt ; the cowa and 
horses fled before ihese merciless foes, and 
hid themselves in the depths of ilie forests. 
The thievish Osages followed, and stole the 
very best of ihem. Milk had been the prin- 
cipal article of diet in the family, and the loss 
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of the cows proved a serious evil, which was 
felt a long time. In September, long con- 
tinued rains fell, till the river rose nearly 
twenty feet above its usual height; it over- 
flowed its banks and deluged the corn-fields, 
destroying cattle and every thing within peach 
of the flood. Mr. Fuller had retired from 
the mission, and settled himself in the neigh- 
borhood. When he found the water rushing 
into his dwelling, he removed his furniture 
into the chamber and fled with his family to 
Union, whh only the clothes they had on. 
When the waters subsided, he returned to the 
spot where he left his habitation, but the flood 
had swept it away and all it contained, and 
he never saw a vestige of. it again. The 
cabins, corn-fields, granaries, and fences of 
the poor Indians at Hopefield, were *^ swept 
away in one night, and they escaped house- 
less to the hills." Mr. Requa remained in 
his house till he was compelled to flee for his 
life, being unable to take anything except a 
few light articles in the canoe, in which he 
made his escape. Supposing the river would 
not rise any higher than in the spring floods, 
he delayed recnoving till the water ran so 
rapidly it was with difficulty he got off ia 
safety. 
The loss sustained by the Osage settlers 
12 
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was great, and lo tbe mission, itot incnnsldera* 
ble. The missiotiariGs fiiared llie Indians 
wmild be so miicli drslreariened Eiy tliis en- 
iHiLiily, ilial iliey would lorsaki: ihuh- Hgricul- 
tiiral piirsiiils, and give iliernselves up lo des- 
pair and iiiaciinn. But tliey were happily 
disappuinled. Ahhoiigh die following winier 
they Cared hard, depending for subsistence 
upon the roots and acorns ihey conid (3Jg on 
the prairies, except what could be spared 
from the mission, yet when the 'fprins opened, 
they, selected another spot for a settlement, 
which lliey tliouglit most safe from aooiher 
fluod, and engaged in farming with good 
conragt. 

An event occurred, wiiich was a severe 
trial lo the missionaries, as well as the In- 
^dians. Several vagrant whites, and Indians 
of varions tribes, had been discovered skulk- 
ing about several days. One of (he most 
valuable and industrious settlers had been 
working alcme in a distant field ; every one of 
these stragglers fired upon ibe unsuspecting 
man al once, and brought him dead lo the 
ground. His friends and counirymen hearing 
ibe report of ihe guns, seized ilieir fire arms, 
swam across the river, and, after a short bat- 
tle, killed every one of the murderous band. 

Such a specimen of Osage courage and 



XMBAGE MISSION. 139 

promptness, the missionaries never witnessed 
before or afterwards. 

Let us pause, my dear cousins, and con- 
trast our situation with that of those afflicted 
missionaries, till our hearts swell witli gratitude 
for the rich blessings (hat 611 our cup, and we 
feel constrained to cry, " Lord, ^hat shall we 
render to thee for all these benefits." 

I am happy to hear your society prospers, 
and that all the members manifest increasing 
interest in the object for which it was formed. 
You observe, *' the Utile girls become restless 
after hearing tis read awhile ; what shall we 
do to gain their attention f" I called yester- 
day upon a jtivenile missionary circle, con- 
nected with one branch of our Sabbath school, 
where the same difficulty occurred of cvhich 
you complain. The directress of that circle, 
with her board of managers, devised a plan 
which produced the desired effect. -^She or 
one of her assistants select a mission, study its 
history with attention, and when they meet to 
work, she relates the story without a book, 
allowing the members to make. a few inqtiiries. 
This method has succeeded admirably so far. 
How f«nd of stories all children are, is pretty 
fully known by all persons who have not for- 
gotten how they felt when they were children. 
At the next ipeeting, the n)embers of the 
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society were questioned concerning llie lead- 
ing facts in llie sniry of liie last week, nnd 
llieir reariy ami correct answers proved ihey 
were ailenlive and deeply inreresled, I wish 
yon coulil liave seen w|]:ii a colieciioii n{ 
bi'iifhl, liiippy faces I fonnil in thai liiile Snb- 
balh school missionaiy circle. The ilireclress 
was aliOLil fuilrieen or fil'tecn, and niosl of lier 
assisiaiiis youn|;er ; the nieiobei's of ilie so- 
ciety were fronf four to fourteen years of 
age; but the most perfect order and decorum 

Erevailed llirou^houl. 1 mention ihese things 
>r your encouragement and imitation, and 
with wishing you equni, if not greater success, 
will close my long letter. Adieu, 

C0HNEI.1A. 



LETTER XIX. 

My dear Delia, — T intend to devote this 
evening to a coniinnaiion of ilie progress of 
tlie Osage mission. When Mr. Vaill returned 
to the slalion, from bis sasiern lour, he was 
accompanied by Miss Sehlen, a sisier of Mrs. 
Vaill, and !iis daughter, who had been left in 
Connecticut to finish lier education. His 
faith and submission were put to n severe 
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test, when he met bis afflicted family and 
brethren, and heard what distressing; and ap- 
palling scenes they had been called to pass 
through. But he was enabled to bow meekly 
under the chastising strokes of his Heavenly 
Father's band. He *' girded up the loins of 
his mind," cast himself anew u|)on the arm of 
his Saviour, and pressed onward in the rough 
and thorny path, which had been clearly point- 
ed out to him by -the Gnger of Providence. 
The number of scholars had been reduced 
during his absence ; a few weeks after he left 
Union the school contained about forty. As 
many as seventy had been taught by the mis- 
sionaries, who speak of them as diligent and in- 
teresting. The girls have learned to spin, 
weave, knit, and sew, somis of tbe women have 
planted and raised cotton, and begin to make a 
little cloth, a few have learned to make com- 
mon garments, in a very decent manner. 
More would soon learn, if there was not such 
a scarcity of wheels, cards, be. I hope some 
of our missionary societies will procure such 
articles for the use of the females ; and hoes, 
axes, and ploughs for the men. Tiiey would 
improve much more rapidly, if they bad more 
conveniences for prosecuting; their work. In 
the summer of 182?, Mr. Vaill took charge 
of the school himself, which at that time eon- 

18* 
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tained about foriy promising children, of In- 



■ of ilie 



had Fre 



ch, 



iiitiisli, or Aiijeiifaii failiers, . 
moiliers ; some of iln'ir parenis were a mixiitre 
of Freiirli ami Kickapoo, Sjninisli and Paw- 
nee, ISic. ; and inliers wtre the children of 

'BMls who were boiij rnll blooded OsHi;es. 
He coMinieiiced bnildiog a good school boii>>e, 

i some other buildings to make the Tamily 
more comrortnhle. 

The school at Harftiony prospered as well 
or better than at any former period, diirini; ibe 
year 1827. A considerable number of In- 
dians had settled near tlie station, wlio wished 
for aid and insiruclion in cnliivatin^ the soil. 
Preaching was well attended upon the Sab- 
batli, and a few listened lo Bible instruciion 
at week day meetings. The missionaries pur- 
sued ihclr arduous and self-denying tabors, 
with persevering zeal and increasing encour- 
agenieni, llie greater part of ihn year 1828. 
Dr. Palmer had received a license to preaeh, I 
and with the approbalioii of i!ie Board, and / 
at the urgent refjuesi of the Cherokees of ti)e I 
Arkansas, be removed from Union to Mul-f 
berry, wliere he labored wilh greafacceptaocd^ 
and success, as a preaclier, physician, i 
teacher. 

1 presume you reiaember the two Oaad 
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lads who went to the mission school at Corn- 
wall, in Connertinit; they both became pious, 
and Stephen Van Rensselaer prepared U'uyk' 
self for an interpreter to the missionaries. 
Robert Morran died. 

In the latter part of 1828, a difficulty arose 
between Mr. Pixley and an agent, which 
issued in the abandonment of that station ; an 
opposhion had been raised against him in the 
most wjciced manner. Good men who learned 
what injurious treatment he received, deeply 
sympathized with him. He ,had labored with 
great perseverance and fidelity to do the un- 
grateful Osages good ; he visited them at their 
village constantly, and gave them private per- 
sonal instruction in religion, and for years 
devoted all his powers to recover them from 
their darkness and idolatryi but finding so 
many insurmountable obstacles thrown in his 
way by profligate man, he went to the white 
settlements in Missouri, where he was preach- 
ing with encouraging prospects, the last I 
beard from him. It is probable he will one 
day return, and continue his eflforts to save 
some of that hardened and polluted race. 

Some time before he left the nation, he de^ 
scribed his situation in a letter, as more and 
more encouraging. He said, " I never felt 
myself more at home amcmg the Qsag^ thw 
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t present : I never had more of their confi- 
dence ; and, indeed, never bad higher hopes 
of eveniual sirccess. Two evenings since, I 
went into a lodge for the 9|>eci!il prirpoje, as I 
often do, of trying lo eiilrf;liii"n their beniglTied 
'nds. Afier lallfin^ r wiiite, ai iheir request 
I sang a liymn of my oitu cnm|ioainE; in their 
langiia;;)!, relative lo ihe oinniscience and 
riini|)resenre of God, as judge of ihe world, 
id with respect to the righieous and wicked. 
But what made the scene peculiarly pleas- 
ing was the iised intention of two children 
between nine and twelve years old, who ram» 
from the other end of the lodge, and drawing 
close 10 me, listened with great inierest, and 
seemed to imderstaod and drink in fill I said. 
Dark and gloomy as this valley is, sometimes 
a ray of hope so shoots across my cheerless 
path, thai, nngraieful and nnwonhy as 1 am, 
I should greaily add lo these, if I did not 
acknowledge ihal my cup is mingled wilh 
consolations neither few nor small ; and that 
the bitterest trials and self-denials of mis- 
sionaries are more ihan made up lo ther 
the inward comfort and peace ihey are per- 
milied to enjoy. It is no nncomrnon thing 
now to hear lliis people when ihey smoke i 
call upon God lo give iliem good liionglits, / 
and lead them in the right hand path, in- J 
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Stead of asTcing for success in killing Pawnees 
and stealing; horses; not ihat lliey have laid 
those aside, but it shows that what is said to 
them is taking rnoi, and is conversed about." 
1 prescime^ynu understand that Mr. Pixley's 
residence at Neoslio was near White-Hair* i 
village. 

In my next letter I will tell you about some 
of their foitner notions of religion. 

Ever yoursi Cobnelia. 



LETTER XX. 

My dear Causins,- — In some of my first 
letters about the Osages, 1 often nnentioned 
Sans-Nerf, a chief of ccMisideraUe influence, 
who in the prime of life visited New England, 
and afterwards the seat of government. Mr. 
Dod^e thought be might derive as much 
knowledge of the religious opinions of the 
tribe from him as any otlier man of his years; 
he therefore entered into conversation upon 
tJie ftubjeci^ by asking him what he knew of 
God before Ins fir^i vish to the eastern States.^, 

SanS'-J^erf, 1 have formerly been taught 
to consider the sun, the moon, the earth and 
be sk/ to be ibe principal gods. 
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Mr. Dodge. WIio first lold you about 
God? 

Sans-Nerf. Tlifi old men told m& about 
him IVom my earlitsi cfiildlinod. 

Mr. Dodge jiro|i()sed a variety of qiisstions 
witli a view TO asci'iiaiii ivheilier lie knew any 
thing about sin, or llie oveiniling providence 
of Goj, but the old man did not apjiear to 
comprehend his meaning, or to attach any 
ideas to most of his questions. When asked 
if he ofien prayed to his gods, he replied, 
" TliR Osages put mud on llieir faces, and 
ask the ground, ihe snn, and the moon, lo 
help ihein go lo war." 

To the question wheliier there would be 
an liereafier, he reudily replied, " When the 
body is dead, t!iat is Ihe tnd." He said he 
thought his gods haled him, when liiey refused 
lo grant what he most wished to obluin. Mr. 
Dodge made similar inijniries of an old man 
of eighty years of age. In answer to a ques- 
tion concerning God, the man said, " Tlie 
are four gods iliat 1 can see — the son, moon, 
seven stars, and yard-ell," and anoiher which i 
could not be seen hy any one. The niit-sion- j 
ary inquired if the gods required men to i!o,i 
or relVain from dning rertnin lliiiii;s. Th^ 
Osage man replied, " If we want to 
war, we put mud on our faces and fast sevel 
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days, anci then in a dream the several gods 
bring; us tidings of certain success. The sun 
requires us to go to war and biiiig a scalp; 
the moon to bring a skin to make moccasins ; 
and one star requires us to paint the leader 
red when we go to war. 

He sa(d tiiey held a great meeting every 
year, when all prayed, and he prayed for 
whatever he wanted at other times, and put 
mud on his face. It could not be discovered 
that any of them ever refrained from any 
action out of fear to the gods, but this old 
man was confident there was an hereafter; 
being asked where he should live after death, 
he replied, '' At an old town on the Missouri; 
we shall have bodies as here ; it will be good 
hunting ground ; there will be plenty of game; 
we shall go to war as we do now. Different 
nations will go to different places." 

Thus you see, my dear cousins, what gross 
darkness covers the minds of the poor heathen 
Osages, after all the money that has been 
expended, and all the missionary labors be^ 
stowed u|)on them, in the hope of leading 
them to accept the blessings of religion and 
civilization. Do you feel discouraged, and 
wish to recnl those heroic Christian missiona- 
ries, and leave the heathen still wandering in 
the ^aths that must end in eternal death f I 
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beseech you to pause, before you gay, " I will 
do no more fnr llie^e hnrd-hearted, ungiaieful 
Osages ; I will give no lunre money <o be 
wasied upon iliein ; oilier iriWes are willing lb 
be iiisiriicied and rerorniei! ; I will help lliein." 
So will I, my dear friends, bul we iiuigt not 
abandon ihe Osages ; lliere is no oilier remedy 
for llieir blindness, except the gospel ; we 
must still continue our alms and prayers; ihe 
word of God is still powerful, and wlien it has 
been brnnglit to bear Ujion their imderslDnd- 
ings, beans, and consciences, iliey will have 
ears in hear, eyes lr> see, and liet^rls in feel 
and love liie " irutli as it is in Jesus," I 
would not have ihem descried so long as there 
is a iniasionary in be found, who is willing to 
remain among lliem. We have put our Imnds 
to the work, and i am resolved never lo re- 
linqiiisli my efii)rls lo do gond lo ihis tribe, 
and tlie other numerous tribes [liat live beyond 
them, nearer to the selling snn, 

A view of the mn'titmles of Indians who 
are lo-day roaming over ilie great wilderness 
between Union and llie font of ihe Rocky 
mountains, ignorant and degraded, insiead of 
discouraging our minds, ongtil lo rouse up all 
our energies and quicken us in prayer and 
eHJnl, llial ihe light nf ihe gofipel may aWtne 
upon tbem in sucli a full blaze as id dissipdta 
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the mists of superstition, and the thick dark- 
ness that from time iramemorial has over- 
shadowed them. Every year we are gaining 
increasing knowledge of the situation, wants, 
and miseries, of those who dwell in the west- 
ern regions, even to the great Pacific Ocean, 
and hear of one place after another, which 
might be occupied as a missionary station, had 
we the men and money requisite for their 
establishment. Most of these tribes being 
farther removed from civilized life than the 
Osages, are, if possible, more ignorant and 
untractable than they ; but this must not in- 
fluence our conduct, for the promise of God 
stands sure and steadfast ; the heathen shall 
be given to Christ as an inheritance, and we 
may well feel honored of God in being allowed 
to be co-workers with him in bringing the 
promise to fulfilment. 

I think that one proof of the speedy accom- 
plishment of this promise being at hand, so far 
as heathen Indians are concerned, is the 
scarcity of game in those regions that most 
abounded hi it twenty years ago. It is be- 
lieved by many, that iif the same number of 
years to come, the Indiins must subsist by 
cultivating the soil, or perish. When the 
Indians become farmers, they will no longer 
be accounted savages; therefore, the only 

13 
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way to save them from extinction seems to be 
to civilize and cbristianrze them. Though it 
will require large contribntions of money for 
severaF years, and faitbful perseverfng mis- 
sionary labor ; yet, I do not believe Chris- 
tians will let the good work stop, for want of 
means to prosecute it witb increasing vigor 
from year to year, till the wished-for success 
is realized* 

Yours afieetionately,^ Corneliav 

After Corrtefia sent the fast letter to her 
cousins, she was unable to writ€ any more for 
two or three weeks f in that tiin€ William 
Elton had sent for, and received alf her betters 
concerning the Osages ; be had read them 
with care, and felt so deeply coiYcerned for 
the little children who had been forsaken by 
their cruel mothers, that he embraced the 
first opportunity lo call upon her, and make 
further' inquiries. Cornelia assured him that 
all she had written was strictly true, and 
added, '' 1 know of other cases equally bar- 
barous. One woman resolved id destroy her 
twin infants immediately after their birtb. 
One of the missiotfaries beard of her resolu- 
tion, and narrowly watched the movements 
of all connected with her ; by hiring an old 
woman who was in the plot, to make known 
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wli9t bad been done with them, it was ascer- 
tained they had been carried into Uie. woods 
and left. 

After a long and toilsome search by the 
missionaries, the poor little creatures were 
fotnid almost famished, covered over with a 
bit of an old tattered blanket, one of them 
sucking the cheek of the other. 

William, Miss Pelham, do you think they^ 
would have died if die missiouaries had not 
intei'fsred ? 

Cornelia, I have no doubt but they would 
have died in a short time, for it was, evident 
they had received no nourishment, and it^'s 
not likely any human being would have ever 
discovered them, unless tiie most diligent 
search had betm made, for they were found in 
a dark unfrequented wood. 

William, What became of them ? 

Cornelia, They were carried to the mis- 
sion house and tenderly nursed. 

William. Are all Osage mothers cruel to 
their bahes? 

Cornelia, No, some of them appear to 
be amiable and friendly women, and would 
treat their children kindly if they knew how; 
but the poor little credimes suffer extremely 
when they are sick for the want of medicine 
and suitable nourishmeat. Mr. Vaill, lo pass- 
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ing a lodge, saw the owner sitting in a discon- 
solate posture near the> door ; be entered and 
sat down ; the man looking at him monrnfully, 
but in silence, stooped down and opened a 
buffalo skin that lay at his feet, and behold it 
contained a miserable infant, wasted away to 
skin and bones. Mr. Vaill told Dr. Palmer 
the condition of the child, and he went to see 
it, gave it medicine and proper nourishment, 
and it soon recruited. About two years after- 
wards, Mr. Vaill passed that way again, and 
calling at the same lodge, the man called a 
bright playful little fellow to him, saying, 
** This is the child your Doctor cured." 

William. I should think they would value 
missionary physicians very highly. 

Cornelia, I should think so too, but tbey 
are so strongly attached to their superstitious 
customs, that they generally prefer their ccm- 
jurers and medicine men, to our most humane 
and skilful physicians. 

William. How do the best Indian oiothers 
treat their little ones ? 

Cornelia. They tie them down upon % 
flat board when' they are two or three days 
old, in such a manner that they can move 
neither liand or foot ; indeed, the only motion 
they can make is to roll their heads from one 
5ide of the board to the other. In this uncom^ 
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fortable state they remain a long time, and 
when ihey run alone, instead of a whip and 
a wheelbarrow, the httle boys have a bow and 
arrows given them ; the older children then 
learn him to climb about, and fire arrows at 
fooiterflies, birds, and grasshoppers, till he 
becomes strong enough to run alter his father 
and brothers to the hunting caiiip, where he 
soon learns to kill deer, and in process of time 
he goes out upon the great buffalo and bear 
hunt. When this little hunter becomes a man, 
he pants for an opportunity to distinguish 
himself, and acquire the coveted glory of a 
brave. 

William. How is this glory obtained ? 

Cornelia, By stealing horses, killing men 
in 6ght, and murdering women and children. 
Before an individual sets out to achieve the 
deeds, which alone can secure this honor, be 
engages in numberless ceremonies and rites, 
prescribed by the most renowned of his 
nation, and after completing the requisite 
amount of fasting, howling, crying, and pray- 
ing, he paints himself, and departs from the 
home of his childhood, and usually returns a 
brave. He then selects a wife, who conducts 
him to the lodge of her father, where he 
immediately assumes the most unbounded 
power; subjecting \iev whole family to his 

13* 
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unbroken will and pleasure. Ever aftertrards 
he feels at liberty to live in idleness and vrco, 
till death overtakes him, and lie sinks into 
his grave, " unsanciified, irnsaverl." 

William. What a cruel, proud, and tyran- 
nical race they are. 

Cornelia. True; their pride is intolera- 
ble, when we consider their poverty and de- 
basement. I will mentiori one Utile circum- 
stance, to show you how perfeclly absurd 
and inconsistent their notions of honor are. 
A boy of ten or twelve years old, loitered 
about day after day, near one of the mission 
houses, nearly, if not miiie naked; being re- 
proved for his shameful appearance, he plead- 
ed poverty ; Mr. Pixley then gave iiim a gar- 
ment of his own, made of grey cloth ; but 
still he sauntered about nnked, and ihe mis- 
sionary inquired of the boy's mnilier liie cause 
of it; she told him, the boy was asitamed to 
put it on, because it was not blue, the color 
of the cloths usually sold by llie Indian 
traders. 

William. I wonder the palience and for- 
bearance of the missionaries have not been 
exhausted long ago. 

Cornelia. They expected a long (rial of 
their faith and palience, ivIieu lliey engaged 
to carry the gospel to this distant tribe, and 



ougbt not to feel disappninted or discouraged. 
As a nation, the Osnges are ihe most notorious 
beg^nrs in llie world. 

William. Their land is g^'-d, i do not 
aee why ihey must be prior enough to beg. 

Cornelia. They have no oiher excuse for" 
their poverty but iheir idleness, and wicked- 
ness. But after years of- effort to suppress 
begpng, the mtstioiiaries have not been able 
to effect a reformaiion beyood the schools and 
tbe selilement at HopeBeld. Whenever you 
meet aa Osage, you are saJuied with, " Wba- 
paii-ne, wba-pau-ne, I am poor, I am [mor; 
Non-i-liu-nin-ka, tobacco 1 have none ; Wah- 
mim-bra-nin-ka, food I have none; Noh-pa- 
he, 1 am very hungry ; Tsche-as-cha, to deaih 
I am near.'* 

IVilliam. Is it a common thing for ihem 
to appear naked among people .'* 

Cornelia. Till children nre 6ve or six 
years old, they go nearly or quite naked ; in 
most cases ihey do not wear a dollar's worth 
of clolhes before iliey are fourieen or fifteen 
years of age. Two or three deer skins fur- 
nish all the covering for a large family in 
their wild state. They have received the 
impression, that if a man is while he must 
be rich. 

William. Yoii mentioned in one of your 
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leilefB, that ihey had formed a kind of gov- 
ernnieiu; do iliey not punish ciiiiies, since 
they made laws? 

Comdin. Yes; some crimes are made 
piinisliable by deaili, tnH willinui the consent 
of tlie braves, ihe chiefs can do notliing. 
When an individual iinderiakes lo execute 
tlie law n[)on an offender, ii is often done in 
a siirnniary way. To give yon one or two 
examples. — A vile ivonian became so wicked 
(hat ihe law demanded Iilt death ;' an old man 
took upon himself the office of executioner, 
and coining upon her suddenly, plunged a 
knife into her breast, and she died inslanlly. 
Anoiher woman becajne extremely dtbased ; 
eSbi'ts were made to reclaim her, hut in 
vain. One day her broiher said to her, " Do 
you refuse now and forever to lisien to ynir 
friends r" Slie gave him to undeisiand that 
she should not cliange her cunrse, and lie 
shot her dead upon ilm spot. 

William. dear, wliat a dreadful slate 
of society ! 

Cornelia. At present it is shocking to 
think of their condition, wiih such a delighiful 
country, and followed as tliey have been of 
laie years with all the means necessary to 
make them wise and happy ; it makes me 
feel sad at limes when i think of them. 
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W%ll%€m. What kind of country is it f 

Cornelia. A great part of it is called a 
retting prairie ; that is, a country neither level 
nor mountainous; the prairies are destitute of 
wood, and covered with a tall, rank grass, so 
high that a man can just overlook it on horse- 
back, at some seasons of the year. I have 
beard of one prairie two hundred miles long, 
between Union and the first range of the 
Rocky mountains. 

WiUiam. Do you suppose they never had 
any trees oi them i 

Cornelia. It is thought ail the prairies in 
the western country have some time been 
covered wiih timber; — that they were oc- 
casioned by large fires is probable. 

William. Who would burn over so much 
ground ? 

Cornelia. I have been told that the In- 
dians and white hunters, often set fire to the 
high grass, to drive out the game it conceals, 
and in that way thousands of acres of wood- 
land are burnt over every ye^r. When a 
fire is once kindled, there is no telling where 
or when it will stop. You can hardly con- 
ceive of the appearance of a large prairie 
on fire. 

William. It must' look very grand and 
lerrible. Miss Pelham, I must go home now. 
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but I hope you will tet me read ilie remainder 
of the loiters you write aboui ihe Osages. 

Cornelia. I will.; — I shiill wriie but one 
more, and if you will chII tn-iunnoiv yon may 
read il brfiire it ^nes tn ilje |io;i-iiltife. 

Willinii) |^rnnlisf;d tu cull, and then took 
leave and went houie. 



LETTER XXI. 

My dear Cousins, — In this letter I shnll 
indeavpr in draw tny Osatie mission bi^iory 
o a cloap, by sjiviiig you a brief view of tba 
iresem circumstances of the iiiissionarieB aud 
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tnoval to the Osage country. Some of the 
Creeks have become so much interested in 
preachingi that they travel twenty miles to 
bear Mr. Vaili upon the Sabbath. Dr. 
Palmer's place at Union has been supplied 
by Dr. Weed. 

IMr. Dodge, the superintendent at Har- 
• mony, has followed the Osages, and is about 
forming a new station near one of their large 
villages, many miles distant from Harmony, 
-for the purpose of preaching to them the gos- 
pel in their own language, by means of an 
interpreter. The school at Harmony continues 
to flourish, seven scholars finished their edu- 
cation last year, and their places were soon 
filled by new scholars ; all appear diligent 
and contented | most of them can read well in 
the Bible ; the boys work well out of school, 
and the girls last summer spun and wove 
more than one hundred and fifty yards of 
cloth, and they have learned to do house- 
faotd work neatly. In the boarding schools 
at Union and Harmony, there were ninety- > 
eight scholars, the last I heard. 

My dear cousins,-^! have now made you 
acquainted with the commencement, progress, 
and present circumstances of all the missions 
at this time under the patronage and direction 
of the American Board of Commissioners for 
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Foreign MissioDS among the south-ioeitem 
tribes of Indians. 

You have seen that a large amount oDnbor 
has beet) performed, Inige sums of money 
espeiideit, many vMliiahle ii^es lost, and 
many, very many precious, immnrial sottls 
saved. Bill still, very little has been arcnRi- 
pli^hed, w!)en compared with wjiai remains to 
be done before iNe go:;pel will triumph from 
ihe Mrbsissippi to llie Pacific ocean. 

1 almost Vfeep when 1 ihink of ibe con- 
descension of God in permitting soch unwor- 
thy beiiiss, as ynii and I, and all other Sab- 
bath sclionl teachers and scholars are, lo be- 
come co-workers tviili him in the perform- 
ance of his promises lo the poor heathen. 

Ttie time wiil come when all this great 
continent tviil be covered wiih inhabitants 
who will Inve God supremely — erect churches 
for his vvorshiji — hallow his Sabbaths, and 
cousecrale iheir powers, faculties, and sub- 
stance, to the advancement and glory of bis 
kingdom in the world. And we are paving 
ihe way for these blessed scenes, if we are 
diligently laboring to promote the inleresis of 
learning and religion among (he tribes who 
still remain unblesl with the pure light of 
revelation. 

We have recently beard from unclo Pd- 
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ham, and hope to see him in about three 
months. He desired his best love to uncle 
and aunt Claiborne, and all their dear chil- 
dren ; and in a postscript said, '* God willing, 
1 hope to spend next Christmas with our be- 
loved family circle." 

My parents propose having a family meeting 
soon after his return, and we hope it will be 
early in the fall. Ma' says, " your aunt 
Claiborne's family is so numerous it will be 
difficult for them to take all their children a 
Jowrney together; perhaps ihefirmily meeting 
will be there." The remark has filled my • 
heart with gladness, for uncle proposes to 
visit on his way home, all the missionary 
stations under the care of the American Board, 
among the north-western tribes of Indians, 
and it will be delightful to hear him describe 
the persons and places he has himself seen. 
Remember me affectionately to all my friends, 
and tell them 1 hope we shall persevere in all 
our labors of love to benefit the Cherokee, 
Choctaw, Chickasaw, and Osage Indians. 
Yours in love, Cornelia. 
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